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Spring Comes Alway 
By Nellie M. Leonard 


O OFTEN, in the years long past, 
My mother crushed against my face 
A sprig of spearmint she had found 
Neath damp, brown leaves upon the 
ground, 
And softly cried, «‘Spring’s come at last!’’ 


* 


So, though I glimpse through frosted 
pane, 

Each tree and bush soft-piled with snow, 

My heart leaps toward a coming day 

With violets, lilacs —lovely May! 

For surely, spring will come again. 


God planned it so—right conquers wrong, 

Day follows night, snow-time, then 
flowers ; 

Peace after pain, gain after loss, 

Glad Easter Day beyond the Cross, 

When springtime floods our hearts with 
song. 


ne 
Beloved Physicians 


It is no wonder that we love our 
physicians. They keep death away from 
us and our loved ones, and they bring 
back health and life. Many hearts were 
touched by an Associated Press dis- 
patch on the front page of newspapers 
recently, telling of a seventy-two-year- 
.old country doctor of Cedarville, W. Va., 
Dr. James Henry Chapman, who had 
saddled his horse on a Saturday night 
and ridden out into the hills to answer 
a sick call. He rode into a heavy hail 
storm; tied his horse, and tried to go 
ahead on foot. The next day forty mem- 


bers of the United Brethren Church, of 
which Dr. Chapman was a lay leader, 
left their Sunday services to search for 
their friend, and found his briar- 
scratched body in the woods, where he 
had fallen over a cliff a few hundred 
feet from where his horse was tied. Dr. 
Chapman must have been a beloved 
physician indeed, as was the “Doctor of 
the Old School” of whom Ian Maclaren 
told in his never-to-be-forgotten story. 
Luke also was a “beloved physician” 
(Col. 4:14). And there is another Phy- 
sician, more wonderful and more be- 
loved even than any of these. Dr. 
Chapman lost his life accidentally, try- 
ing to reach a sick person who needed 
him. The Great Physician laid down 
his life, not accidentally but voluntarily 
and of his own set purpose, in order to 
reach sin-sick and death-doomed souls 
whom he could save in no other way. 


=< 


Christ Our Example 

Christ is the Lord ‘of Glory — but 
it is not thus that he is held before us 
as our example. As a man he lived a 
human lifetime on this earth in abso- 
lute sinless perfectionism — but not thus 
is he our example. We cannot follow 
his example either as sinless man or as 
Lord of Glory. Yet he is our example; 
and it is important for us to understand 
in what way God asks us to follow his 
dear Son. Christ is our example in humil- 
iation and in suffering. The night be- 
fore he went to the cross he did what 
none of his disciples was willing to do 


& 


for the others: he washed their feet. 
Then he said: “I have given you an 
example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, The servant is not greater than his 
lord” (John 13:15, 16). A writer quoted 
in the Keswick Calendar says: “It isa 
noteworthy fact that whenever the ex- 
ample of Christ is presented to us in 
Scripture for our imitation, it is his ex- 
ample in suffering. ‘Let this mind be 
in you,’ says St. Paul, ‘which was also in 
Christ Jesus.’ All the features of the 
disposition which he thus sets before us 
for imitation have to do with self-re- 
nunciation. We see suffering carved on 
every step Jesus took, until he reached 
the lowest, and ‘became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross.’ We 
can only become possessed of the mind 
of Jesus by going into the same school, 
and by joyfully submitting ourselves to 
the same discipline.” So James writes: 
“Take, my brethren, the prophets, who 
have spoken in the name of the Lord, 
for an example of suffering affliction, 
and of patience. Behold, we count them 
happy which endure. Ye have heard of 
the patience of Job, and have seen the 
end of the Lord; but the Lord is very 
pitiful, and of tender mercy” (Jas. 5:10, 
11). And Peter writes: “If, when ye do 
well, and suffer for it, ye take it pa- 
tiently, this is acceptable with God. For 
even hereunto were ye called: because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example, that ye should follow his 
steps” (1 Pet. 2:20-23). When we sing 
the hymn, “I Would Be Like Jesus,” do 
we really mean it? 


The Moth, the Worm, and the Lion 


out any parade or gay attire like 

its cousin the butterfly, it slips 
noiselessly into the cupboard and lays 
its eggs. A few weeks or months later 
the housekeeper opens the door to get 
a favorite dress, and nothing remains 
but rottenness! So do the judgments of 
God come right quietly at times. When 
a man is set on sinning, God does not 
send Michael with his trumpet to an- 


H=« quietly the moth works! With- 





Eprror’s Note.—The author of this unusual 
editorial is Mrs. Homera Homer-Dixon, well 
known to readers of THE Sunpay ScHoon 
Times as a writer on missions, and a mis- 
sionary laboring in the far-away city of 
Hanoi, the enormous capital of Tonkin, in 
Indo-China. Those who would like to re- 
ceive her prayer letter may address her at 
Mission Evangelique, 1, Rue Nguyen-Trai, 
Hanoi, Tonkin, Indo-China. 


nounce his doom, he just lets quiet little 
microbes get to work in that man’s body. 
God did not use lightning to blast Herod 
the blasphemer; he just gave permission 
to some of his very humblest servants to 
do the work of destruction — and Herod 
“was eaten of worms, and gave up the 
ghost.” Snow falls softly enough, but it 
buries the traveler. 

But have we any right to liken God’s 
judgment-work to a moth? Yes, for 
God does so himself. In a single brief 
prophetic passage the Lord uses two ex- 
tremes to portray himself in his attitude 
toward Israel: famous strength, and the 
very personification of fragility. “There- 
fore will I be unto Ephraim as a moth, 
and to the house of Judah as rottenness. 

. For I will be unto Ephraim as a 
lion, and as a young lion to the house 
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of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go 
away; I will take away, and none shall 
rescue him” (Hos. 5:12, 14). 

There is a judgment that is not im- 
mediately apparent. Adam sinned, but 
it seemed for several hundred years as 
if he were going to avoid the punish- 
ment of death; when the moth flies 
lightly into the cupboard there is noth- 
ing to warn of the impending loss except 
the whisper of common sense. 

Up and down the streets all day go 
the ceaseless crowds, intent on pleasure 
or profit, worshiping self, sublimely ig- 
noring the quiet judgments of God. 
When at the end of the age the skies 
are cleft, the trumpets shatter the 
silence of the skies, and the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah roars mightily, and the 
earth shakes beneath his tread, then 
men will fear; but let us hasten to warn 
them of the danger of his mothlike judg- 
ments in this present age. 

The word translated “rottenness” in 
Hosea 5:12 is given also as “a worm.” 
But to get the full suggestion of the 
thought one needs to read it in Tonkin- 
ese, where the specific kind of worm is 
the con mot. Surely God never created 
a more striking illustration of the quiet 
warnings of judgment! 

At home, fortunately, these pests are 
unknown; here in Tonkin we are well 
acquainted with them. Even as I write, 
a mot is ticking away quietly with 
strange insistency in a bookcase, re- 
minding me of its usefulness as a type. 

The insect in question is very small 
indeed, so that even with the utmost 
care one cannot see it; unnoticed it en- 
ters the wood, or else hatches out in 
the wood, and the only way one realizes 
its presence is by its little noise. It 
chews up the wood to powder, but al- 
ways works inside it, leaving a thin shell 
of wood, like a veneer, over the soft 
white powder within.1 In so doing it 
makes a curious little noise, half like 
the ticking of a clock, and half like a 
rusty grinding sound. When we are 
busy we cannot hear it; it is in the quiet 
evenings, when the streets grow empty 
and the noises of the busy day are 
hushed, that sitting all alone I become 
aware of it. 

So is the warning voice of the Holy 
Spirit disregarded in this world. Judg- 
ment is at hand; the fancied solidity of 
civilization is soon to crumble; the proud 
self-righteousness of mankind is going 
to break down with a crash some day 
just as my bookcase will, and reveal the 
hollowness and rottenness hitherto cam- 
ouflaged. 

Tick, tick, tick is the quiet but in- 
sistent little noise that finally penetrates 
my consciousness as I sit writing or 
studying. Tick, tick, tick it keeps on; 
in desperation I get up and go over to 
try to find it; but it seems like a ven- 
triloquist, and I fail to place the sound; 
perhaps I shake and tap and bang on 
the wood; but it is no use. Tick, tick, 
tick. It seems to say: 

“No matter what you do, you must 
listen to me; I am warning you; some 
day a crash is coming; this wood is bad 
stuff, cheap and soft, or I would not 
have come here. Be warned in time, 





1Is this the termite that has done such 
destructive work in America in recent 
years?—The Editor. 
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and take out the shelf of bad wood, and 
replace it with good stuff; remove the 
prop or support that is my lawful prey, 
and I will go, too. Otherwise, remember, 
a crash is coming.” 

The mot can no more be silenced than 
conscience! And, like conscience, its 
warnings, though continuous, are only 
heard (or noticed) when one is quiet. 
Were the room full of gay, laughing peo- 
ple I could not hear it. Were I working 
furiously at sewing machine or type- 
writer, I would ignore it; but in the hour 
of quietness it is not to be gainsaid. 

In the silence, Lord, speak to me! 
Reiterate if need be a thousand times 
thy blessed warnings, that I may thrust 
out of my heart the weak and evil 
things, like bad pieces of wood in the 
bookcase. May I not be deaf to the 
constant gentle reprovings of the Spirit! 


March 19, 1938 


And what of the world? Ah, they 
are so busy, so noisy, that they cannot 
hear; they will not be still long enough 
to know that God is God; they reck 
naught of danger; they mock at the slow 
gentle warning tick, tick, tick of God’s 
hidden judgments. 

But those who will not pause to lis- 
ten to the tick, tick, of the con mot will 
be shocked and galvanized by terror 
when the mighty voice of the Young 
Lion roars terribly, when he arises in 
his majesty to shake the heavens and 
the earth. 

Today, the moth and wood-worm judg- 
ments: tomorrow, the Lion will utter 
his voice. Why will people not be 
warned in time? Why not heed the 
quiet messages, ere it is too late? “How 
shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation’? 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 











Must We Always Say 
“God Willing’? 


It seems as though the use of the term, 
“God willing,” or -“D. V.,” has become 
more prevalent in recent times than in 
former years. Just today a friend said, 
“I am going to Bible Conference 
next year, God willing.’”” The announce- 
ments in our church calendar today used 
the expression, and your notice in the 
Times last August about Faith Theo- 
logical Seminary said, “Faith Seminary 
will open, God willing,” etc. 

Where should one draw the line in 
using this expression? As a Christian 
business man, my daily prayer is that 
my every act may be in accordance with 
God’s will. This I ask of him both in 
my family devotional prayer and when 
I pray alone with him. When we place 
our lives in God’s keeping, it seems to 
me that Christians in talking over future 
events naturally have that fact in com- 
mon — that God’s will shall be supreme 
in carrying out our plans. 

When I leave home in the morning, I 
say to my wife that I am going to do 
thus and so that day. We both realize 
that I might do something foolish through 
my own will or carelessness which might 
upset the whole day’s program —a pro- 
gram which we had prayed might be in 
accord with God’s will. 


Many times in my short life my plans 
have not been pleasing to God, and he 
has set me on a course which later events 
have shown me to be the right way. I 
praise him for this. 


I would not be critical of anyone who 
names the Name of Christ in sincerity. 
It just seems to me that the expression 
is sometimes used without a great deal 
of conviction, in the course of conversa- 
tion or writing, as a means to cover up 
the user’s lack of knowledge of God’s will. 


Perhaps I should have asked but one 
question — what do you think of the use 
of the expression, “God willing,’ or 
“D. V.,”" in casual conversations about no 
end of subjects among Christians? Do 
you favor its use in announcing future 
plans?—A New Jersey businessman. 





“D. V.” are the initials standing for 
the Latin Deo volente, meaning “God 
willing.” This Christian businessman’s 
questions are most thoughtful and chal- 
lenging, and should be frankly faced by 
God’s people. The Scriptural basis for 
the use of the expression “God willing” 
is James 4:15. In that chapter James is 





writing by inspiration about worldliness, 
and is calling upon God’s people to re- 
member that “the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God” (v. 4). He 
warns against the mistake of leaving 
God out of the daily life and plans, and 
he says: “Go to now, ye that say, to 
day or to morrow we will go into such 
a city, and continue there a year, and 
buy and sell, and get gain: whereas ye 
know not what shall be on the morrow. 
For what is your life? It is even a 
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, 
and then vanisheth away. For that ye 
ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall 
live, and do this, or that. But now ye 
rejoice in your boastings: all such re- 
joicing is evil.” 

The context of this section as a whole 
throws light upon the use of the expres- 
sion, “If the Lord will,” or, “God will- 
ing.” It is evident that there is no in- 
tention on the part of the Holy Spirit, 
who gave James this inspired Scripture, 
that all Christians should always qualify 
every statement they make about any 
future plan or action by the words “God 
willing.” It is significant that the in- 
spired statement by James is, “If the Lord 
will, WE SHALL LIVE, and do this, or that.” 
The emphasis is upon our continued liv- 
ing on this earth, concerning which only 
God knows and only God can grant or 
withhold. That is, the passage plainly 
calls upon God’s people to take the grace 
and love and will of God fully into ac- 
count in connection with future large 
plans and a continuance of our life here 
on earth. Obviously it does not mean 
that we should repeat parrot fashion, in 
connection with every statement on 
something we may plan to do today or 
tomorrow, “God willing.” This would 
make meaningless and mechanical, as 
a mere rote of words, a precious fact 
and privilege of the Christian life. It 
is better to use the Scriptural phrase 
‘If the Lord will” sparingly and 
thoughtfully, in connection with matters 
of exceptional importance or uncer- 


tainty, than to rattle it off like the whirl 
of a heathen prayer-wheel. 
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Is Mohandas Gandhi a Christian? 


A remarkable interview answers the question 








By A. I. Garrison 

















ISSIONARIES on furlough from 
M India are repeatedly asked the 

question, “Is it true that Ma- 
hatma1 Gandhi is a Christian?” Many 
things have conspired to spread the re- 
port that Mr. Gandhi is a Christian. It 
is known that he has read and accepted 
part of the Christian Scriptures and 
based his doctrine of satyagraha (which 
means striving for truth by non-violent 
means) on the teachings of Christ. It 
is known that he claims to believe and 
honor Christ as a great Guru (“Religious 
Teacher”); that he has included some 
Christian hymns in English among the 
Indian vernacular hymns in praise of 
Allah and the Hindu deities in his hymn 
book; that he daily rises early to pray 
and to read the Bhagavad-Gita, and the 
Bible, and other religious books. Does 
this make him a Christian? 


A Personal Visit with Gandhi 


In the days of Mr. Gandhi’s growing 
popularity, after his first imprisonment, 
I visited him in his ashram at Saber- 
mati. Having heard that he was a 
Christian at heart I had, for some time 
previous to my visit, been earnestly 
praying that Mr. Gandhi might be con- 
verted for the sake of the influence such 
a step would have on the evangelization 
of India. The impression that I should 
personally urge him to accept Christ 
openly could not be shaken off, though 
I did not feel equal to the task. At 
last my opportunity came. 

One morning, when visiting in Ahme- 
dabad, the industrial metropolis of 
Gujarat, I walked across the Sabermati 
River by the Ellis Bridge and continued 
seven miles northward along the bank 
of the river to the village of Sabermati, 
near which Mr. Gandhi at that time had 
his home and headquarters. Passing the 
college and the hand-spun khadi cloth 
weaving factories he had organized and 
built, I came to the door of his humble 
cottage. 

His secretary, a young Gujerati, in- 
formed me that Mr. Gandhi would not 
be able to see me that morning, as he 
was at the time observing his regular 
self-appointed silence fast, not speaking 
with anyone until that time was over. 
Seeing that I hesitated in disappoint- 
ment at the door, the young man said 
that he would ask Mr. Gandhi if I might 
see him. To my great delight he re- 
turned in a few moments to say that I 
might talk to the Mahatma, but that he 
would not speak with me. 

As I entered, the noted Indian rose to 





1The word “Mahatma” means any individual 
regarded as high-minded or great-souled; or 
one of a class of sages, or “‘adepts,” reputed 
to have superior knowledge and powers; or 
one of the Great White Brotherhood. It was 
commonly used of Mr. Gandhi, and accepted 
by him, for a considerable number of years. 
A few years ago, however, he publicly re- 


nounced the designation, and it is not properly 
used of him today. 





An Associated Press dispatch from 
Bombay, India, recently reported 
that the famous India leader, who 
shocked Britain a few years ago 
when he appeared in that land clad 
in his loin cloth, has again become 
the center of a political storm en- 
veloping his own land. Gandhi, 
“spiritual” leader of the masses, is 
believed to have directed the resig- 
nations of the Cabinets of two prov- 
inces. “The situation has resolved 
itself into a virtual dual between the 
Nationalist leader (Gandhi) and Lord 
Linlithgow, the Viceroy.” 

Is Gandhi a Christian? Many insist 
that he is; some say he is not. Mr. 
Garrison, of the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance, who has served for 
many years in India, gives here a 
full and detailed account of remark- 
able personal interviews, never be- 
fore published, which he was priv- 
ileged to have with Mr. Gandhi a 
few years age on different occasions. 
The India leader’s own statements 
seem to answer the question with 
finality. 








greet me, politely beckoning me to a 
bench facing the Morris chair in which 
he had been seated, writing, probably 
preparing an article for his ably edited 
newspaper, which is published in Eng- 
lish. 


His Opportunities to Receive Christ 


As Mr. Gandhi smiled genially, I felt 
encouraged to deliver my message. In- 
troducing myself as an American who 
had spent a part of my boyhood in India 
with my parents, I said that my father 
was buried in India’s soil, that I had 
loved India since childhood, and had 
been working for some years for the up- 
lifting of Hindustan, which I knew was 
the great purpose of his own life. I 
then stated that it was a settled personal 
conviction that the only way to benefit 
the nation effectively and permanently, 
break down the caste barriers and bring 
unity, lay in the power of the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. I rehearsed 
what I had been told concerning his 
reading of the Bible, and that he had 
drawn from it some of his chief tenets. 
Without uttering a word, he smiled and 
nodded an assent. For about fifteen min- 
utes longer I pleaded with him to accept 
as his personal Saviour the Jesus he 
had honored, publicly acknowledging 
Him by baptism; and I sought to set 
before him frankly and humbly the gain 
and Iss to him of such an action here 
and hereafter. 

When I arose to go he shook my hand 
and smiled in acknowledgment that he 
had understood. Believing that the 
Lord had opened this door to me to pre- 
sent Christ, I left to walk back with a 
heart burdened in prayer that the seed 


planted at that time, as well as by 
others before me, might yield a harvest. 

Several years later, accompanied by 
my brother-in-law, I made another visit 
to Mr. Gandhi’s home. As we entered 
he was being weighed by Mrs. Gandhi, 
assisted by Miss Slade (Miraben), the 
British Admiral’s daughter who left all 
to become a disciple of this Indian 
mystic. 

It was now Mr. Gandhi’s turn to do 
the talking. He entertained us for 
nearly an hour in his office, speaking 
excellent English. Reminding him of 
my former visit, I desired to know his 
response to the plea I had made. 

He gave us a most illuminating and 
interesting account of his early contacts 
with Christian leaders. While he was 
studying law in England eminent clergy- 
men had urged him to become a Chris- 
tian. Later, when espousing the cause 
of the Hindus against the British Gov- 
ernment in South Africa, he had come 
in contact with many ministers and mis- 
sionaries. We inferred from his state- 
ments that some of them were, unfor- 
tunately, Modernists. But he met also 
others whom he recognized as spiritual 
Christians, among them Andrew Mur- 
ray. He confessed that at that time he 
broke his caste temporarily by eating 
in the home of a Christian missionary. 
At this point he made a very significant 
statement which I quote in his own 
words as nearly as I remember them. 
“While I was in South Africa, I thought 
seriously of becoming a Christian; but 
at that time I had had no spiritual ex- 
perience in my own [Hindu] religion.” 
And, “I now think that I shall be able 
to do much more for my country by re- 
maining a Hindu.” 


His Rejection of Christ 


He did not explain to us the nature 
of the spiritual experience he implied 
he had subsequently had. I have long 
considered that statement, and, in the 
light of the Word, I am persuaded Mr. 
Gandhi’s experience did not come from 
God, but emanated from God’s and 
man’s enemy. 

We may readily admit that spiritual 
impressions which come to those out of 
Christ, as they came to Cornelius, and 
Ramabai, are from God, drawing the 
needy one to Christ. Doubtless Mr. 
Gandhi also had such impressions by 
the Spirit of God. But we seriously 
doubt if one who has made his choice 
to turn from Christ for fame or money 
or for any earthly gain, receives satisfy- 
ing spiritual experiences from above. 
Subsequent events have confirmed to my 
mind the belief that Mr. Gandhi, in 
turning from the clear and universal 
command of Christ to repent, believe, 
and be baptized, thereby opened his soul 
to the “spirit of lawlessness” which, in 
preparation for the coming of Antichrist, 
is now working everywhere in the 
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world. I had opportunity to see Mr. 
Gandhi again when he was on his march 
to the sea to break the laws concerning 
the making and sale of salt, but I felt 
that I should not care to see one who 
had publicly committed himself to law- 
lessness, nor did I see him again. 

When the leaders of India, under the 
chieftainship of Mr. Gandhi, were gath- 
ered in that momentous Round Table 
Conference in London a few years after 
the conversations recorded above took 
place, Mr. Gandhi addressed a gather- 
ing of the Wesleyan Methodists. The 
record of those addresses confirmed to 
us the fear that Mr. Gandhi has rejected 
Christ. In the Times of India of April 
13, 1931, are reported the following 
words of Mr. Gandhi: 

“Tf, instead of confining themselves to 
purely humanitarian work, rendering 
material service to the poor, and con- 
tinuing their present activities in medi- 
cal, educational, and social work, for- 
eign missionaries were engaged in 
proselytizing, then he [Mr. Gandhi] 
would ask them to withdraw, for every 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


nation’s religion was as good as that of 
any other. Indian religions are ade- 
quate for the people, and they need no 
spiritual conversion.” To which the 
Methodist Episcopal Bishop of Bombay 
replies rightly: “If, instead of: serving 
the poor, we were engaged in proselytiz- 
ing them, Mr. Gandhi, when he gets 
Swaraj, will ask us to leave India. How 
can an Indian say that? Cleanse our 
villages, wash our sores, heal us of our 
sicknesses, rid us.of the rag, the fly and 
the vermin, promote our health and 
cumfort, but do not give us spiritual re- 
generation, says the Mahatma! I must 
tell Mr. Gardhi that no government in- 
vited us to preach Jesus in India. We 
have been commissioned by Jesus Christ, 
and no government on earth can drive 
us out... .We would offer non-violent 
satyagraha.” 

As God is abundant in mercy, let us 
pray that in the present waning of Mr. 
Gandhi’s popularity his eyes may be 
opened to see that he needs “a spiritual 
conversion.” 


Nyack, N. Y. 








The Easter ’ 


An Easter Service for the Sunday school 


“Fear Not” 











By Mary Brainerd Smith 














OPENING VERSES: 


Leader—“O bless our God, ye people, 
and make the voice of his praise to 
be heard” (Psa. 66:8). 

“Let the children of Zion be joyful 
in their King” (Psa. 149:2). 

“The ransomed of the Lord... 
shall obtain joy and gladness” (Isa. 
35:10). 

“And they shall fear no more” 
(Jer. 23:4). 


OpeNnING HymMNn—“Rejoice, the Lord Is 
Risen !” 
(Tune, “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart.’) 
Rejoice, the Lord is risen! 
Rejoice, and fear no more; 
For He hath burst the gates of death, 
And death’s dread power is o’er. 
Rejoice, rejoice, 
Your risen Lord adore ! 
Rejoice, the Lord is risen! 
Fear not, as those of yore. 
From out the grave He comes in power, 
And liveth evermore. 
Rejoice, rejoice, 
Your risen Lord adore! 
Rejoice, the Lord is risen! 
Fear not: He goes before; 
He holds for us the keys of death, 
And will unlock death’s door. 
Rejoice, rejoice, 
Your risen Lord adore ! 
OPENING PRAYER. 
Fear Not—He Has Conquered Death 
BIBLE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 


What does God oftentimes command, 
That man, in God-given strength, should 
stand? 
School—“Fear thou not; for I am with 
thee” (Isa. 41:10). 4 
“For in the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
lasting strength” (Isa. 26:4). 
Leader— 


What then was the first cheering word 
On Easter morn the women heard? 


School—“The angel ... said unto the 
women, Fear not ye” (Matt. 28:5). 


Leader— 
What reason was it angels gave 
For that command at Jesus’ grave? 
School—“He is risen, as he said” (Matt. 
28:6). 
Leader— 
What was foretold long ere Christ’s birth 
That He’d accomplish here on earth? 
School—“He will swallow up death in 
victory” (Isa. 25:8). 
Leader— 


What fact, no time nor change can move, 
Does Jesus’ resurrection prove? 


School—“‘tiis right hand, and his holy 
arm, hath gotten him the victory” 
(Psa. 98:1). 


Leader— 


What does Christ of His victory say, 
To reassure our hearts today? 


School—“Fear not; I... have the keys 
of hell and of death” (Rev. 1:17, 18). 


HYMN BY THE ScHoot—“The Easter Fear 
Not.” H 


(Tune, “O Mother Dear Jerusalem”) 


Through ages death had reigned on earth, 
While men’s hearts failed for fear, 
Till Easter dawned, and angels spoke, 
“Fear not’’— God’s word of cheer. 
“Fear not,’’ for Christ has risen today, 

And conquered death at last, 
And for the souls who trust Him now 
The fear of death is past. 


Chorus 
“Fear not,” the angels said that night 
When Christ was born ’mong men. 
“Fear not,” God’s angel said once more 
When Christ had risen again. 


O’er Calvary’s hill deep darkness fell, 
A night of grief and fear; 

But Easter dawned, and angels said, 
“Fear not; He is not here.” 

“Fear not’ — in Joseph’s garden tomb 
No longer does He lie; 

But He is risen, as He said, 
And lives, no more to die. (Cho.) 
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And still the Easter sunrise sheds 
Its rays of hope and cheer, 
And God’s “Fear not” comes echoing still 
Down each succeeding year. 
For Christ has risen in conquering power, 
And reigns o’er death for aye. 
Then “Fear not,” on this Easter morn 
O hear the angels say. (Cho.) 
INTERMEDIATE REcITATION—“The Easter 
Angel’s Words.” 
1. They came to the garden at sunrise, 
In sorrow of heart and. fear, 
And with wonder they heard the angel 
Say, “He is no longer here. 
Come, see the place where they laid Him. 
It is now but an empty prison. 
Then, fear not, ye women who love Him. 
Lo, Jesus your Lord has risen.” 


2. “O why have ye come to seek Him, 

Here lying among the dead? 

He is living this Easter morning, 
He has risen, as He said. 

Go tell the glad Easter tidings, 
That Jesus has burst His prison. 

Then, fear not, ye women who love Him. 
Lo, Jesus your Lord has risen.” 


3. And still on this Easter morning, 

As oft in the days of yore, 

The wonderful words of the angel 
Are told for our ears once more; 

For Jesus today is living, 
For us He has rent death’s prison. 

Then, fear not, but trust in His power. 
Lo, Jesus your Lord is risen. 


Fear Not—He Has Risen in Power 
BIBLE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 
When we Christ’s wondrous work survey, 
With saints of old, what can we say? 
School—“Among the gods there is none 
like unto thee, O Lord; neither are 
there any works like unto thy 
works” (Psa. 86:8). 
“Thy right hand... is become 
glorious in power” (Exod. 15:6). 
Leader— 
To what great power did Christ lay claim, 
Ere He to death on Calvary came? 
School—‘I lay down my life, that I 
might take it again. No man taketh 
it from me, but I lay it down of my- 
self. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again” 
(John 10:17, 18). 
Leader— 
What proof that He this power possessed 
Was on the Easter morn expressed? 
School—“The angel ... said, .. . He is 
risen, as he said” (Matt. 28:5, 6). 
Leader— 
What also has the apostle said 
Christ proved by rising from the dead? 
School—“Jesus Christ our Lord, ... de- 
clared to be the Son of God with 
power, ... by the resurrection from 
the dead” (Rom. 1:3, 4). 
Leader— 
What words from Jesus’ own lips fell 
Ere He returned to Heaven to dwell? 
School—“All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth” (Matt. 28:18). 
Leader— 
What reassurance at this hour 
Have we because He rose in power? 
School—“The Lord is .. . great in 
power” (Nah. 1:3). 
“Mighty to save” (Isa. 63:1). 
“Fear not therefore” (Luke 12:7). 
Primary Hymn—“Little Children, Do 
Not Fear.” 
(Tune, “Children of the Heavenly 
King.”) 
Little children, do not fear, 
is great and God is near; 


In the darkness or the light, 
He will guard you by His might. 
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Little children, do not fear, 
God is good and God is here; 
He will lead you every day 
In His right and blessed way. 


Little children, do not fear, 
God, your Father, holds you dear; 
He will keep you in His love 
Till you reach your Home above. 


Primary ExXeEeRcIseE—‘Bird and Flower * 


Voices.” 
1.I heard a bird sing Easter Day, — 
And this is what he seemed to say — 

2. (This refrain may be spoken, or sung 
to the tune of the refrain in ‘Rejoice, 
Ye Pure in Heart.’) 

Fear not, fear not, fear not; for God is 
love. 

3. For God, who made them, knows their 
needs, 

And daily all the birds He feeds. 

2. Fear not, fear not, fear not; for God is 
love. 

4. And God, who feeds the birds, will care 

For all His children everywhere. 

2. Fear not, fear not, fear not; for God is 
love. 

5. Christ says, though flowers speak not, 
they too 

Bring us the same sweet message true. 

2. Fear not, fear not, fear not; for God is 
love. 

6. For God in beauty clothes each flower, 
He sends the needed sun and shower. 
2. Fear not, fear not, fear not; for God is 

love. 

7. And God, who clothes the flowers, will 
care 

For all His children everywhere. 

2. Fear not, fear not, fear not; for God is 

love. 


Fear Not—He Ever Liveth 
BIBLE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 
Like others raised from death, was then 
Our Lord to die some day again? 
School—“Christ being raised from the 
dead dieth no more; death hath no 
more dominion over him” (Rom. 6: 
9). 
Leader— 

What confidence have we today 
Because Christ lives, and lives for aye? 
School—“He is able also to save them to 

the uttermost that come unto God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them” (Heb. 
7:25). 
Leader— 
What words of reassuring love 
Did Jesus speak from Heaven above? 
School—“Fear not; ...I am alive for 
evermore” (Rev. 1:17, 18). 
Juniok Hymn—“O Sing Again Today 
that Easter Word.” 
(Tune, “Saviour, Again to Thy Dear 
Name We Raise.’’) 
O sing again today that Easter word, 
God’s “Fear not” that the sorrowing 
women heard. 
“Fear not, for Christ is risen as He said’; 


Rejoice with those who’d mourned their 
Master dead. 


O sing the heavenly message o’er again, 

God’s “Fear not’ to a world of fear-bound 
men; 

For joy and hope for all mankind were 
born 

When Jesus Christ arose on Easter morn 


O sing the Easter words the world around, 
“Fear not,” wherever fear-filled hearts 


are found; 

For Christ, who died this sinful world to 
save, 

Has risen, and lives triumphant o’er the 
grave. 


JUNIOR EXERCISE—Bible “Fear Nots.” 


1. God said to Paul when danger loomed, 
“Fear not, your life I’ll save, 
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With all your shipmates too”; and so 
Paul trusted and was brave. 


2. When Abraham reached an unknown 
land, 
As God called him to do, 
God said, ‘“‘Fear not’; and blessing came 
As Abraham trusted, too. 


8. When Moses must lead Israel’s host, 
God said, “Fear not,” and lo, 
He trusted, and grew great and strong, 
The leader that we know. 


4. When Joshua must strive and fight 
The promised land to win, 
God said, “Fear not, I’ll be your help”; 
And Joshua entered in. 


5. When Mary heard God’s plan for her, 
Told by the angel guest, 

He said, “Fear not,” and trusting, she 
Was o’er all women blest. 


6. When Bethlehem shepherds were afraid, 
“Fear not,” God’s angel said; 
And they, believing, found with joy 
Christ in His manger bed. 


7. When we, too, face hard thin 
“Fear not: Ill give you aid’; 
And we, through trusting, can succeed 
And never be afraid. 


8. “Be not afraid, ... for the Lord thy 
God is with thee” (Josh. 1:9). 
Fear Not — He Has Promised 
BIBLE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 
What promise did God make of old, 
As Christ’s salvation was foretold? 
School—“I will ransom them from the 
power of the grave; I will redeem 
them from death” (Hosea 13:14). 
Leader— 
And what did Christ say when He came 
Of that great promise in His name? 
School—“I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live” 
(John 11:25). 
“And I will raise him up at the 
last day” (John 6:40). 
Leader— 


What was the reason Jesus gave 
That He should thus His people save? 


School—“Because I live, ye shall live 
also” (John 14:19). 


Leader— 
What words of Jesus bring us cheer, 
And confidence to calm our fear? 
School—“‘Ye believe in God, believe also 
in me... Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid” 
(John 14:1, 27). 
“Be not afraid, only believe” 
(Mark 5:36). 
ADDRESS BY PASTOR OR SUPERINTENDENT. 
CLOSING VERSES: 


Leader—‘‘Now is Christ risen from the 
dead” (1 Cor. 15:20). 
“Therefore will not we fear” (Psa. 
46:2). 
“We will be glad and rejoice in 
his salvation” (Isa. 25:9). 


CLosinc Hymn—“Your Lord Hath Risen: 
Then Fear No More.” 


(Tune, “The Great Physician Now 
Is Near.”) 


“Your Lord hath risen: then fear no 
more,” 
O hark, ’tis Heaven voicing 
God’s blessed, reassuring word 
For man’s hope and rejoicing. 


God says, 


Chorus 
Hark, that word of heavenly cheer, 
Down the ages echoing clear, 
“Ye who love Him, do not fear— 
Christ your Lord hath risen.” 


“Your Lord hath risen: then fear no 
more,” — 
The gates of death are riven. 
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Christ hath a glorious victory won, 
To Him all power is given. (Cho.) 


Your Lord hath risen: then fear no 
more,” — 
Heaven is to earth repeating. 
For Christ, who died, now lives for aye, 
His savihg* work “completing. |‘ (Cho.) 


BENEDICTION.) * 
f >» 
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Under the Skylight 
By beanie Mother 


— oo eee 
BOS IN, MASS. 

Paradise Regaiied 
UR recollections of early childhood 
come to us in the merest fragments, 
as if the mists that have gathered be- 
tween us and the “vision splendid” just 
parted tor a moment and through the 
ragged break in the clouds we catch a 
fleeting glimpse of a world that used to 
be. I see the queer little being that 
was myself alone gathering handfuls of 
hepatica on the edge of a woodland 
wondering if the three bears may be 
lurking in the shadows. Or I sense again 
that first moment of exquisite anguish 
incident upon finding the black rabbit 
dead. Here comes a distinct picture of 
a little brown cape edged in blue with 
a three-cornered tear made by the tur- 
key gobbler that knocked me down. The 
actual attack is very hazy. Not so the 
little garment. 

The cloud breaks again. The same 
child wading in a creek and oh, the 
stark horror of the slimy black thing 
clinging so firmly to her toe—my first 
bloodsucker ! 

Just now there flashed upon my men- 
tal screen the picture I love the best 
of all. Sunday morning: My mother too 
ill to go to church, I being the baby 
have also been left behind. In the glory 
of spring sunshine I am gathering dan- 
delions beside the road. To you, just 
dandelions, but for me the emotion — 
or was it sensation? —born of the feel 
of Sunday morning and the golden glory 
of sun and flowers is a lost ecstasy I 
shall not regain this side of paradise. 
Wordsworth’s daffodils are pale beau- 
ties by comparison. 

What sent this picture flashing. across 
my memory was reading the closing 
verses of the Sixty-fifth Psalm: “Thou 
makest the outgoings of the morning 
and evening to rejoice,’—from there 
on it is an incomparable pastoral idyl. 
It calls up this picture from my child- 
hood, and suddenly I know that “there 
hath passed away a glory from the 
earth.” My first great bereavement came 
in the springtime and always its shadow 
moves across the most exquisite beauty 
of physical nature. And the whole out- 
doors has changed these past few years. 
The woods are mosily gone, meandering 
streams straightened to ugly ditches or 
quite dried up. The beauty of the high- 
ways, if any, is planned beauty. One 
can scarcely see unspoiled nature save 
as a tourist in a throng of tourists. It’s 
rare to find a place that’s “known to 
God alone.” 

To us here in the heart of the 
cornbelt the drouth of 1934 and the 
subsequent dust storms have shaken our 
confidence in the promise of spring. 
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I’ve always loved spring woods, but I 
can never forget the dismay of walk- 
ing through them the first week in May 
of 1934, how the dust rose from last 
year’s leaves that should have been 
moist leaf mold but crunched beneath 
the feet while swarms of tiny grass- 
hoppers rose before us. Man had begun 
to plan a balanced production (the word 
scarcity provokes argument) and God 
summarily upset the balance. Now in 
this, the safest spot in a turbulent world, 
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one hears the clash of armament. Let- 
ters come from China saying, “This is 
the planting season, but no planting goes 
on.” Famine beckons. 
I turn back to my Psalm and read 

again, 

The river of God is full of water: 

Thou providest them grain, — 
Once more the clouds break. This time 
I look forward, not back. The world 
may be fuii of horror, but the river of 
God is full of water. 








Mastering the Bible 








Stimulating interest through games, charts, honor rolls, and systematic reviews 


By Vivian D. Gunderson evergreen oeeriniendent soy School 
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OME time ago, 
S becoming con- 

cerned over the 
lack of Bible knowl- 
edge among our Sunday school chil- 
dren, we felt something definite must 
be done to give them a better mastery 
of the Bible. For years they had come 
to Sunday school, studied the lessons, 
and recited the Golden Texts, yet they 
knew little about the Bible as a whole 
and could repeat very few verses ac- 
curately. Although we had _ been 
cheered by a number of conversions, we 
realized that it is his Word God has 
promised to bless, so we made this a 
matter of prayerful consideration. 

Our trouble had not been so much 
failure to teach the Bible, as allowing 
the children to forget old lessons while 
studying new ones. We felt that in 
every class measures must be taken to 
conserve everything learned. 

Since then each class reviews syste- 
matically every verse learned. This is 
done in various ways. 

Every verse memorized by the class 
is typewritten on a small card. These 
cards are kept on file by the teacher 
and are reviewed constantly. Some- 
times they are used as a game. The 
teacher holds the pile and says to the 
child on her right, “Quote Romans 3:23.” 
If he can, he gets that card; if he can- 
not, she asks the next child; and so on. 
When all the cards are distributed, the 
child holding the largest number is 
the winner. The children are much in- 
terested in this game. The teachers 
keep a few typewritten lists of these 
verses on hand to give new scholars so 
that they may take them home and learn 
them. In one class recently, a girl of 
twelve, who had just moved into the dis- 
trict, learned fifty verses with their ref- 
erences in one week, so that the second 
Sunday she was there she became an 
eager participant in the game. 

Some of the classes know too many 
verses to keep in one pile, so we have 
arranged them in different groups. 
There are so many things that need to 
be done in class that we cannot let our 
Scripture verse review take up more 
than five or ten minutes. So we have 
one set of verses arranged in the form 
of a catechism, another in alphabetical 
order, another according to subject, and 
so forth. 





A first prize of twenty dollars has 
been awarded to Miss Gunderson catechism is some- 
for this article in the Prize Contest. times used during 
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opening exercises in- 
stead of responsive reading. Often only 
one section of it is used, such as that 
on Creation: “Who made this earth?” 
(Gen. 1:1), “How did God do this?” 
(Psa. 33:9), and so forth. The older 
pupils greatly esteem the privilege of 
standing up and asking the questions 
while the entire Sunday school reply in 
unison. 

In the older classes verses are often 
grouped by subject. For instance, in 
the pile which contains the Ten Com- 
mandments we have put verses related 
to the law, such as Romans 3:19, 20 and 
Galatians 3:24. 

Bible questions from the lessons are 
put on cards similar to those used for 
Bible verses. We have twenty-five 
questions on the Bible as a whole, be- 
ginning with, “What does the word 
‘Bible’ mean?” and ending with, “How 
long will the Bible last?” We have 
questions on the different series of les- 
sons we have studied. Often at a party 
the class will ask us to get out some 
of these cards and play a Bible game. 
We have sometimes spent almost the 
whole evening going through one pile 
after another of Bible questions and 
Bible verses. 

The classes in which the children are 
old enough to write have a written ex- 
amination after they have finished each 
course of lessons. Knowing that this 
examination is coming, the children re- 
alize that their Sunday school lessons 
should be studied and remembered just 
as faithfully as their school lessons. 

We make use of simple charts to give 
the children some grasp of the Bible 
as a whole. For instance, one called, 
“God’s Dealing with Men,” shows: (1) 
“God Dealing with the Whole Race” 
(Gen. 1-11), a period of approximately 
2,000 yeers; (2) “God Dealing with the 
Nation of Israel” (Gen. 12 to the end 
of the Gospels), another period of about 
2,000 years; and (3) “God Dealing with 
the Church” (Acts 1 to the present 
time), another period of approximately 
2,000 years. 

Large Memory Work Honor Rolls dec- 
orate the walls of our Sunday school. 
Each Honor Roll has the references for 
five different Bible passages printed on 
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it in bright colors. As soon as the chil- 
dren in any class get their names under 
all five of these references, they stand 
up before the entire Sunday school and 
recite them in unison. Each child is 
then given a Memory Work Certificate, 
and a new Honor Roll is put up. Be- 
fore the children receive their next cer- 
tificate, they must not only learn the 
five new passages, but must also re- 
view all the old ones. 

Sometimes we have an impromptu 
program for opening exercises by ask- 
ing some of those on the Honor Roll to 
come to the platform and give one of 
their passages. For instance, we might 
ask the Primary boys to recite John 3: 
14-18, the Beginners to say the Twenty- 
third Psalm, the Junior girls the Beati- 
tudes, and. the Young People 1 Corinth- 
ians 13. 

Again we give each child a large card 
on which is printed the name of one of 
the Books of the Bible. The children 
who hold the cards come to the platform 
in the order in which their book ap- 
pears in the Bible. The rest of the 
Sunday school recites the Books of the 
Bible in unison as they go up. After 
the children are properly arranged on 
the platform, each child in turn holds 
up the name of his book and tells some 
fact or quotes some verse from it. They 
then march off the platform to “Onward, 
Christian Soldiers.” 

Our Bible Readers’ Honor Roll is an- 
other important part of our program 
to get both the children and their par- 
ents acquainted with God’s Word. This 
Honor Roll is a large piece of cardboard 
ruled into squares with spaces for names 
on the side. Every Sunday a square 
is colored for every child who has either 
read aloud or listened to the Scripture 
portion for each day of the past week. 
The children are eager to have their 
squares colored up to date, and toward 
the end of the year this Honor Roll looks 
very attractive with its vari-colored 
bars. In some cases children too young 
to read for themselves begged their par- 
ents to read to them. In one case there 
was no Bible in the home, so the parents 
had to buy one. Through the daily 
Bible reading God spoke to them so 
that they started attending Sunday 
school with their children. During this 
past year both the father and mother 
have confessed Christ and are so eager 
for Sunday school and Bible classes that 
it is hard to realize that less than a 
year ago they had no Bible in their 
home. “What hath God wrought!” 

We are enlisting the co-operation of 
the parents in our program for Bible 
mastery. Verses are pinned to the coats 
of the Beginners when they go home, 
and the parents teach them these during 
the week. 

Our quarterly Report Cards have 
helped a great deal to get the parents 
to supplement our work in the Sunday 
school with help at home. Each par- 
ent wants his child to know.as much 
as the rest of his class. One mother 
who thought she could not memorize, 
and was therefore hampered in her 
service for the Lord, has drilled verses 
into her children so thoroughly that 
both she and they know them perfectly. 
No children in the Sunday schocl know 
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LESSON 1. 








APRIL 3. SERVING OTHER RACES 


International Uniform Lesson.— Mark 7 : 24-37 
Golden Text.— God is no respecter of persons.—Acts 10: 346 














Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mark 7:24 And from thence he arose, and went into the borders 
of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into a house, and would have no 
man know it: but he could not be hid. 

25 For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean 
spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his feet: 

26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and 
she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her 
daughter. 

27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for 
it is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it unto 
the dogs. 

28 And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the 
dogs under the table eat of the children’s crumbs. 

29 And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the 
devil is gone out of thy daughter. 

30 And when she was come to her house, she found the devil 
gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed. 

31 And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, 
he came unto the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts 
of Decapolis. 

32 And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an im- 
pediment in his speech; and they beseech him to put his hand 
upon him. 

33 And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his 
fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue; 

34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, 
Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 

35 And straightway his ears were opened, and the string of 
his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain. 

36 And he charged them that they should tell no man: but 
the more he charged them, so much the more a great deal they 
published it; 

37 And were beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done 
all things well: he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb 
to speak. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


-Mark 17:24 And from thence he arose, and went away into 
the borders of Tyre tand Sidon. And he entered into a house, 
and would have no man know it; and he could not be hid. 
25 But straightway a woman, whose little daughter had an un- 
clean spirit, having heard of him, came and fell down at his feet. 
26 Now the woman was a *#Greek, a Syrophcenician by race. 
And she besought him that he would cast forth the demon out 
of her daughter. 27 And he said unto her, Let the children first 
be filled: for it is not meet to take the children’s * bread and 
cast it to the dogs. 28 But she answered and saith unto him, 
Yea, Lord; even the dogs under the table eat of the children’s 
crumbs. 29 And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; 
the demon is gone out of thy daughter. 30 And she went away 
unto her house, and found the child laid upon the bed, and the 
demon gone out. 

31 And again he went out from the borders of Tyre, and came 
through Sidon unto the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the 
borders of Decapolis. 32 And they bring unto him one that was 
deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; and they beseech 
him to lay his hand upon him. 33 And he took him aside from 
the multitude privately, and put his fingers into his ears, and 
he spat, and touched his tongue; 34 and looking up to heaven, 
he sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 
35 And his ears were opened, and the bond ot his tongue was 
loosed, and he spake plain. 36 And he charged them that they 
should tell no man: but the more he charged them, so much the 
more a great deal they published it. 37 And they were beyond 
measure astonished, saying, He hath done all things well; he 
maketh even the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak. 


1Some ancient authorities omit and Sidon. “Or, Gentile. 
% Or, loaf. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Ouflines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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his word as to the defilement that comes them. They were the children who 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS important to remember that, in 
| accord with the plan of God, Jesus 

Christ came primarily to seek the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel. He 
was their Messiah, their Kinsman-Re- 
deemer (Lev. 25: 48). While his heart 
went out to all mankind, his special 
message was to them first. Upon their 
rejection of allegiance to his authority 
(John 19: 15), he commanded his dis- 
ciples to carry his Gospel to all men 
everywhere (Matt. 28: 19, 20). 

But while his earthly testimony was 
to Israel, his heart was concerned about 
all, as the present lesson testifies. It 
was because “God so loved the world” 
that he sent his only begotten Son into 
this scene (John 3: 16); therefore we 
need not be surprised to see his grace 
overleaping national bounds and going 
out even to sinners of the Gentiles, who 
were “strangers from the covenants of 
promise,” who were without God and, 
so far as any knowledge of his Word 
was concerned, were without hope in 
the world (Eph. 2:12). Grace recog- 
nizes no national or racial barriers, but 
sees in all men of all nations sinners 
for whom Christ died and who may be 
transformed into saints by the mighty 
life-giving power of the Holy Spirit. 


The Historical Setting 


Following upon our Lord’s stern re- 
proof of formal religiousness, we have 


from within and his lucid explanation 
of the impossibility of external contacts 
to render the soul unclean. What a 
picture of the corruption of the natural 
heart is given in verses 21 and 22! It 
was after this solemn instruction that 
the Saviour and his disciples made their 
way in a northwesterly direction to the 
limits of the land of Palestine. We are 
not told how much time elapsed during 
this journey. 


Verse by Verse 


Verse 24.—“The borders of Tyre and 
Sidon.” Formerly known as Phoenicia 
and now included in the Lebanon Repub- 
lic adjoining the land of Israel. We are 
not told that the Lord Jesus Christ and 
his disciples actually crossed the boun- 
dary, but they were on the borders of 
the two countries. 


Verse 25—A woman heard of him. 
The Gentile’ mother of an afflicted 
daughter heard of the power of Christ 
to heal, and came to plead for the de- 
liverance of her child. She was 
reached by some one’s testimony. 


Verse 26—“‘A Syrophenician.” The 
woman was from the nations. She was 
a native of the district to the north. As 
such she would know nothing of Israel’s 
hope, but she had learned of the mirac- 
ulous ability of Jesus Christ to exorcise 
evil spirits and so she besought his 
help. 

Verse 27.—“‘The children’s bread.” 
She must learn her true place before 
God. To Israel, Messiah had been sent. 
The Kingdom of God was preached to 


must first be fed. The Gentiles were 
unclean, idolaters, like the dogs which 
are the scavengers of Oriental towns. 

Verse 28.—Crumbs for the puppies. 
The woman humbly recognized her 
place. She used a diminutive when she 
said, “The dogs under the table eat of 
the crumbs.” It is really the little dogs, 
or the puppies, as we would say to- 
day. 

Verse 29.—“Go thy way.” Her prayer 
was heard and she was sent away glad- 
dened by the word that the demon was 
cast out. Her lowliness and faith could 
not be denied. 

Verse 30.—She found the demon gone 
out. Hastening home, she found it even 
as the Lord had said. Her child was 
well. 

Verse 31.—“Decapolis.” Back to the 
Sea of Galilee and round about it to 
the ten cities known as Decapolis, the 
Lord and his disciples came. They 
would probably be several days on the 
way. 

Verse 32.—Another needy one. A man 
who could not hear and who could not 
speak articulately was brought to him 
for healing. 

Verse 33.—“Took him aside.” Away 
from the multitude Jesus dealt with this 
man. There was healing in his touch. 

Verse 34.—‘Ephphatha.” He spoke in 
Aramaic — “Be opened,” after he had 
looked up to Heaven. Note that he 
sighed. His heart was pained by the 
evidences of the ruin sin had wrought. 

Verse 35.—Instant healing. The man 
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was wondrously delivered. He heard 
and spoke plainly. 


Verse 36.—“Tell no man.” The Lord 
Jesus was no publicity seeker. He would 
not have people occupied with his mir- 
acles, but rather with his message. So 
he bade the people tell no one. But in 
their exuberant joy and wonder they 
spread it abroad throughout all that 
region. 


Verse 37.—“‘He hath done all things 
well.” This was their unanimous ver- 
dict as they witnessed the manifesta- 
tions of his power. That the deaf should 
hear and the dumb speak told them 
there was one in their midst who was 
more than man. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Shallow critics have dared to charge 
Jesus Christ with harshness in dealing 
as he did with the Syrophenician 
woman. It only shows how little they 
understand his mission and the need of 
probing human souls in order to pro- 
duce repentance and faith. The woman 
was not of the chosen people. She was 
not in covenant relationship with God. 
She had no claim on the Son of David 
as such (Matt. 15: 22). The searching 
words of the Lord Jesus as to the im- 
propriety of casting the children’s bread 
to the dogs gave her to see her true 
condition. She exclaimed, “Yes, Lord,” 
thus owning him as Master of Jew and 
Gentile alike and so humbly pleaded 
for some crumbs of blessing, which he 
gladly gave. It was all dispensed dis- 
pensationally perfect. Now the middle 
wall of partition has been broken down 
and “there is no difference between 
the Jew and the Greek: for the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call 
upon him” (Rom. 10: 12). 


Lesson Outlines 
GRACE FOR ALL NATIONS 
1. All have sinned (Rom. 3: 23). 
2. God’s desire for all (1 Tim. 2: 4). 
3. A ransom of all (1 Tim. 2: 6). 
4. The Gospel for all (Mark 16: 15). 


WHOSOEVER 
1, The whosoever of grace (John 3: 
16). 
2. The whosoever of judgment (Rev. 
20: 15). 
3. The whosoever of responsibility 
(Rev. 22: 17, 1. c.). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Heard of Him. It was the testimony 
of others that created within the heart 
and mind of this Gentile woman a de- 
sire to see and hear the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to seek his delivering power 


for her demon-possessed daughter. No. 


one will ever be able to compute the 
value of individual witnessing to Christ. 
If he has saved you, tell others, that 
they may seek him too. 


An Apparent Rebuff. It has been well 
said that God’s delays are not denials. 
The Lord Jesus saw there was a work 
to be done in this woman’s soul before 
he could properly grant her request. 
That work accomplished, he gladly 
heard her cry. She did not resent his 
probing, but owned the rightfulness of 
his attitude and was content to share in 
his grace. We never lose by taking the 
low place before God. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Second Quarter 
. April 3.—Serving Other Races. 
Mark 17:24-37 
. April 10.—Finding Ourselves in Service. 
Mark 8:27-38 
. April 17.—The Victorious Servant 
RM acd sine C30 So are acee) 6s Acts 2:22-36 
. April 24.—Receiving Vision for Serv- 
Be.) <swhetaed -ies enawhee sa¥g Mark 9:2-10 
May 1.—Following Vision with Serv- 
PE ee Re Mark 9:14-29 
May 8.— Co-operating in Service. 
Mark 9:30-41 
May 15.—Testing Discipleship by 
BE ea eR eee Mark 10:17-31 
May 22.—Serving through Christian 
Citizenship .......... Mark 12:13-17, 28-34 
. May 29.—Maintaining Personal Effi- 
ciency (A personal aspect of tem- 
perance). Daniel 1:8-16, 19, 20; 1 
Corinthians 9:24-27 


_ 
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Deaf-mutes Could Speak if They 
Could Hear. Not all deaf and dumb 
people have imperfect vocal organs, but 
because they cannot hear they do not 
know how to express themselves in in- 
telligible words. When the ears are un- 
stopped, the lips are opened. So it is 
with needy souls. Till men’s ears are 
open to hear the voice of God, their 
lips are sealed so far as his praise is 
concerned. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we who know Christ telling of his 
grace to others, so that they may be 
attracted to him, too? 


Have we owned our lost condition 
before God and thus received his grace? 


The Gentile woman took Christ at his 
word and found it was even as he had 
said. Have we done this? 


Have our ears been opened to hear the 
voice of the Lord Jesus, and are our lips 
now being used to spread his fame? 


Do we cherish narrow and unkind 
national and racial prejudices that unfit 
us for servic? to all mankind? 


All men’s souls are precious to God. 
Do we value them all, irrespective of 
race or con3ition? 


To what extent are we helping to get 
the Gospel to all men? A missionary is 
one sent. If saved yourself, do you real- 
ize you are sent into the world to tell 
others of Christ? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The grace of God cannot be confined 
within national boundaries. It is for all 
men everywhere 


In the plan of God the Gospel was 
for the Jew first, but now he commands 
us to go to all the world and proclaim 
his saving power. 


Some people seem to think that the 
Saviour said, “Go ye into all the 
churches and preach the Gospel to every 
Christian.” 


“Charity begins at home” is often 
quoted as an excuse for neglecting mis- 
sions. But remember it should not stop 
there. 


A missionary church will be a grow- 
ing church. 


As we are concerned about the need 
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of others, God our Father will consider 
our needs. 


It was not only what the Lord Jesus 
did, but the way he did it that drew 
forth the exclamation, “He hath done 
all things well.” 

If the ear is opened to the truth, the 
mouth will be opened in testimony. 

Let us not despair of anyone, for no 
case has yet been found too hard for 
Jesus Christ. 

CHICAGO, 

ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HERE were Tyre and Sidon? 


2. To whom was Jesus Christ sent to 
minister? 


3. Was he indifferent to the real distress 
of this Gentile woman? 


4. When her conscience was reached, what 
did Christ do for her? 


5. Where and what was Decapolis? 


6. When Jesus Christ arrived there, who 
was brought to him? 


7. What did the Lord Jesus do? 
8. What happened to the deaf man? 


9. What did Jesus command the multie 
tude and why? 


10. What did they do? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 220 of this issue. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—How much 
we owe to thee, our Father, for giving us the 
high privilege of serving others in thy name! 
Whether at home or abroad we rejoice in 
the opportunities we have for taking thy 
Word to those who do not as yet know it. 
So great is the need around us; so deep is 
the distress of many a human soul, that the 
calls are incessant upon those who have re- 
ceived the unspeakable benefits of thy re- 
sponse to prayer and to human need. May 
we not make the distinction that the world 
makes as between those of different races, 
but deal with the human needs, without re- 
gard to the country or the color of those who 
should hear the Gospel, and render on our 
part, kindly, and considerate, and humble 
service. May we take to heart the Scripture 
admonition that we ought not to think of 
ourselves more highly than we ought to think, 
and especially we ask thee to deliver us from 
any element of pride that interferes with our 
understanding and appreciation of others. 
Thou knowest that we have reason to be 


very humble before thee. We ask this in the 


name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—You need not an- 
swer the question in so many words, but 
let me ask you if you yourself draw 
distinctions as to the kind of folks that 
you are willing to help or have any- 
thing to do with? Do you have just a 
little feeling of superiority over some 
one of another race that hinders you 
from being as kind and thoughtful as 
you might be? Our Lord Jesus reached 
out his willing touch and spoke the re- 
storing word according to the need of 
those to whom he spoke, and not accord- 
ing to the group or race to which they 
belonged. Booker T. Washington wrote 
his name in a friend’s birthday book, 
but could not say when his birthday 
was. And he put his name along with 
that of Dr. Martin G. Brumbaugh, the 
educator, whom he much admired. John 
Masefield, the Poet Laureate, put his 
name in the same birthday book, nor 
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Lesson for April 3 


did he know his birthday, so he put his 
name opposite the day of his signing 
the book. How far should the birth 
circumstances of these two men be 
taken into account in the service that 
they could render, or the service that 
might be rendered for them? World 
fame is not the test. There was a day 
when John Masefield and Booker T. 
Washington were in unknown places in 
life, and both in special need, in accord- 
ance with their situations in life. We 
have special need, whoever we may be, 
of great kindness toward all around us, 
if we would follow the example of our 
Lord Jesus. Think about this during 
the week, as you meet others day by 
day. As Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull once 
said: “The question~is, not whether you 
are proud of your grandfather, but 
whether your grandfather would be 
proud of you.” Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Vories of Japan.—But he could not be 
hid (Mark 7:24). The hosts of Satan, 
that “Legion,” will cry “Amen” to this 
text. From the Bethlehem cradle on 
down the centuries Hell has tried to 
“hide” Heaven under a flood of blood. 

Herod was Satan’s agent for the kill- 
ing of the babies and the Roman Em- 
perors Satan’s willing killers of the 
Christians in the later years. In the 
present generation certain of Europe’s 
rulers have taken on the incarnadined 
job. 

But like the sun in the heavens up 
there, the Light of the World shines on, 
to be seen by all things that have life, 
save the dwellers in the deep of the sea 
and the fishes in the caves of the land. 

No one coming into the world with 
a blessing can be hid. Dr. Locke in 
Canada discovered to the world that 
many an infirmity is due to improper 
shoes. According to Dr. Locke it is as 
important to a man as to a horse that 
he be properly shod (Eph..6:15). 

As I write this note I have just had 
Dr. William Merrill Vories of Japan to 
dinner in our home. Let me tell you a 
little something about him. Twenty- 
six years ago he, with a Chester County 
William, whose name is Buyers, was 
turned out of a Japanese school, where 
these young men were engaged as 
teachers of English, because they taught 
also the religion of the Lord Jesus. 

William Buyers came home and is 
minister at Christiana, Pa. William 
Vories, with no resources to speak of, 
went to a small country place called 
Omi-Hachiman, and started in a modest 
way an independent mission of his own. 

He held up the cross of Christ and 
earned his living as an architect. The 
Lord blessed the little mission. Today 
Vories has thirty architects in his or- 
ganization. Has designed over 1,000 
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ae structures, some of them the greatest in 


Japan, and also the most magnificent. 
He has 300 employees. 

But here is the real big thing: Teeming 
schools where Christ is held up. And 
in addition to these his splendid work 
in building his hospitals for tuberculosis. 
Tuberculosis is Japan’s greatest curse. 

Just as Jesus Christ came into the 
coasts of Tyre and Sidon to cure the 
afflicted young girl, so Vories brought 
the Lord Jesus to Japan. Christ’s work 
could not be hid in little Omi. The 
Government of Japan adopted the plans. 
Japan lighted its torch at Vories’ Chris- 
tian hospital and all towns over 50,000 
have a tuberculosis hospital. The one 
in Tokio has 1,000 beds. 


Repartee and Faith.—The dogs under 
the table (v. 28). The long-time readers 
of this Corner know how much I enjoy 
this incident in the life of our Lord. Of 
course the mother’s prayer was an- 
swered, even though she belonged not 
in the parlor of Judaism, but was out in 
the barnyard, according to Jerusalem 
ideas for those who were not Jews. 

The record is one of the. pleasing in- 
cidents of the Master’s ministry, and one 
of the most human. Every family that 
has a small boy or girl and a small dog 
knows what is likely to happen. 

“Johnny, how many times have I told 
you not to feed that dog at the table? 
Besides, that meat is too good to give 
to the dog!” 






Krreoresoecoooseooom & 
“What if some 
were without 

faith? shall 

their want of 
faith make of 
none effect the 
faithfulness of 
God?” Rom. 3:3 








“AND HE COULD NOT BE HID” 
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Here is the point of the whole encoun- 
ter: God takes no account of geography 
or race. As Heaven looks down upon 
the human race we are all the offspring 
of Noah, who have survived the deluge 
catastrophe, and as cousins to degrees 
we have multiplied to millions. 

We have been tinted by our environ- 
ment. Bleached in the North or less 
white and burned in the South, more or 
less dark. It is the inside that mat- 
ters and not the outside (1 Sam. 16:7). 

The Syrophoenician woman had some- 
thing the “Chosen People’s” leaders 
did not have, a faith that could recog- 
nize Deity and bring her troubles to 
where the cure was to be had. 


In the Hospital—When she was come 
to her house, she found ... her daugh- 
ter laid upon the bed (v. 30). The title 
of this lesson is “Serving Other Races.” 
So we will keep along the same line 
of thought, and I will narrate a current 
incident of the Ridgway household. 

We had a young colored girl as wait- 
ress. She was stricken with that dread 
disease which you found in the first 
paragraph is the scourge of Japan. She 
was obliged to go to the Rush Hospital 
for consumptives in Philadelphia, a 
noble institution which is doing a great 
work. 

It turned out the girl had a lover in 
Philadelphia who had a good steady job. 
When he found his sweetheart was 
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stricken he said to her, “Bernice, I want 
you to marry me.” 

“You must be crazy,” said Bernice. “I 
would not think of such a thing in my 
present condition.” 

The young man insisted and the girl 
still said, “No.” 

“But, Bernice,” said the boy, “as your 
husband, I can do for you what I could 
not do as your fiance.” 

So with more pressure Bernice con- 
sented to the marriage. All right, then, 
since you are so set upon it,” she said. 

So they took the bus and went to West 
Chester and got the license. Then the 
trolley to Philadelphia, where a minis- 
ter married them. And then to the Rush 
Hospital, where the bride now is as I 
write, and where I stop in now and 
then to see her. 

Here is what I want to ask you: How 
many white boys do you know with a 
devotion like that? As a matter of fact, 
nobility in men is to be found under all 
colors, black, red, and yellow. 

Speaking of tuberculosis, which we 
seem to have been doing in this lesson, 
the next time you get the idea the world 
is not treating you just right, and you 
are “blue,” go visit the nearest hospital, 
taking some fruit or flowers or jelly (I 
take honey), and I think when you come 
out, striking on all cylinders, you will 
feel like singing the Long Metre Doxol- 
ogy — “Praise God from whom all bless- 
ings flow.” 

P. S.—Since this lesson was written 
Bernice has gone to be with her Lord. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total: for any one lesson. 


Radium-Christians.—And entered into 
an house, and would have no man know 
it: but he could not be hid (Mark 7:24). 
A microscopic speck of radium can, if 
placed behind a screen of fluorescent 
metal, be seen to be sending out a 
stream of sparks forever. These sparks 
give light and heat, yet (a marvel) it 
loses no whit of its energy. Like the 
burning bush, it is a miracle. It emits 
light and heat at no apparent loss to 
itself. It is unconsumed, though it is 
forever pouring out chemical and elec- 
trical energies. When placed in the 
coldness of liquid air, nay, further, when 
placed in the intense frigidity of liquid 
hydrogen, all it does is pour out light 
and heat. Such ought to be the Chris- 
tian life—living because Christ lives, 
a manifestation forever of the life and 
light of Christ—From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Henry, S. Dak. Prize illustration. 


The Doggie Evangelist.—Yet the dogs 
under the table eat of the children’s 
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crumbs (v. 28). A minister who knew 
the circumstances tells of a good Chris- 
tian woman who for years had prayed 
constantly for her husband’s conversion 
with no visible success. She could not 
even get him to go to church with her; 
but she had a pet dog that always ac- 
companied her to the church and sat 
quietly under the seat. In time the old 
lady died and the dog seemed heart- 
broken, as well as the husband, who 
could find no comfort anywhere. For 
several Sundays he noticed the dog 
leave the house at a certain hour and 
return at a certain time. One Sunday 
morning he followed the dog, which was 
delighted to have his master with him. 
He trotted along until he came to the 
church, then bounded up the steps and 
waited. After standing a few moments 
the old man said, “I’ll go in to please 
the dog; it won’t do any harm.” He 
went again the next Sunday and the 
next, the dog always leading the way 
to his wife’s accustomed seat. One 
morning after the services the man 
arose with tears streaming from his eyes, 
gave his heart to God, and told the 
story of the faithful dog’s leading him 
to Christ—From The King’s Business. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can.; and 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Where to Look for Him.—And they 
bring unto him one that was deaf, and 
had an impediment in his speech (v. 
32). “Is your father at home?” was 
asked of a lad sitting on the village doc- 
tor’s doorstep. “No,” he said. “He’s 
away.” “Where do you think I could 
find him?” “Well,” he said, with a 
thoughtful air, “you’ve got to look for 
him some place where people are sick 
and hurt, or something like that. I 
don’t know where he is; but he’s helping 
somewhere.”—From Dr. W. L. Phillips, 
in an address, “Lend Your Boats.” Sent 
by Mrs. Thomas Todd Edwards, Fleisch- 
manns, N. Y. 


Christ’s Hands.——He hath done all 
things well (v. 37). Skilled in the use 
of illustrations, the Rev. Dr. J. H. Jow- 
ett, who exercised a distinguished min- 
istry in both England and New York 
City, once told of the time when he 
went to conduct a village wedding. A 
great London organist was asked to 
play an asthmatical little organ, with 
but one pedal. Yet those fingers of the 
master-musician managed, somehow, to 
produce a wonderful wedding march 
from the defective instrument. Gipsy 
Smith narrating the incident said to 
his audience, “You let Jesus come with 
the fingers that painted the lily and the 
rosebud and the rainbow, the fingers 
that were nailed to the cross, and let 
those fingers touch the keys of your life 
and’see what happens.” Christ trans- 
forms and glorifies life—Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


Goudama’s Gospel.—God is no re- 
specter of persons (Golden Text). While 
in Fort Crampel, French Equatorial Af- 
rica, as a pioneer missionary, we came 
in contact with a native boy. This Af- 
rican never heard the story of Jesus 
Christ and him crucified until we had 
the privilege of relating the story to 
him. “God will save you Americans,” 
said he, “but not us poor, black, Afri- 
cans.” “Yes, he will,” came my quick 
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reply, “for God is no respecter of per- 
sons.” “Then I’ll accept Jesus as my 
Saviour,” said Goudama; and he became 
the most ardent, faithful Christian of 
the compound.—From my own experi- 
ence in Africa. Sent by the Rev. A. R. 
Young, Altoona, Pa. 


ve 
Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Crumbs. 

Discussion: Think of some of the “‘pica- 
yunish”’ things, the undesirable circum- 
stances, that disappoint a fellow and 
show how they may become the meet- 
ing point for the beginning of a great 
achievement. 

Objective: Joining my little with God’s 
sufficiency. 











AY, fellows, let us consider Crumbs. 

There are two sides to a crumb. 
God is on one side, and you are on the 
other. God is the Creator; you are the 
consumer. God and you can come to- 
gether in so small a thing as a crumb; 
doubtless, much more quickly and 
surely than in a rich loaf! God and you 
can begin the happiest of relationships 
in a crumb. A crumb is a very small 
thing, but eternal values can exist in 
and issue from tiny atoms. The Lord 
Jesus Christ said on one occasion, “If 
ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed 
. . . nothing shall be impossible unto 
you” (Matt. 17:20). 

Crumbs are mentioned in connection 
with only two incidents in the Bible 
—this one which we study today (re- 
corded by both Matthew and Mark), 
and the narrative of Dives and Lazarus 
(Luke 16:21). In both cases there were 
dogs, a beggar, and a richly supplied 
table. In the latter case there was a 
selfish rich man on one side of the 
crumbs and a poor beggar on the other. 
The selfish rich man went down to eter- 
nal torment; the poor beggar went to 
Heaven. Only crumbs between them on 
earth, but an impassable gulf between 
them in eternity. In both cases the dogs 
were on the side of the beggar. 

But today we are thinking about what 
a wonderful use that poor distressed 
Syrophoenician mother made of crumbs. 
Some may carelessly think she used her 
wits. Maybe she did, but the Lord 
Jesus said she used her faith. That 
woman believed in Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God and the Son of David (see 
Matt. 15:22, 25, 28). She called him 
Lord. She believed he could save her 
little daughter; and she took her firm 
stand in faith on a crumb. She was not 
a Jewess; she was a Gentile. The Lord 
Jesus was a Jew, and the Gentiles con- 
sidered that they had nothing to ex- 
pect from a Jew, except scorn. But the 
Lord Jesus Christ spoke of the Father’s 
rich table for his children, and he men- 
tioned dogs as unworthy to eat at that 
table, whereupon she humbled herself 
as a dog and seized upon the crumbs. 
The Lord was testing her faith, testing 
her humility and her earnestness, and 
she made good—on the crumbs. So, 
the Lord Jesus commended her very 
highly and granted unto her the richest 
blessing she could have desired — the 





























Lesson for April 3 


complete restoration of her little daugh- 
ter. 

Fellows, there is a lot in life that is 
“crummy.” That word “crummy” is a 
term of contempt. There are “small 
things” that we have to submit to. 
Small things when we would like them 
to be big; but they just stay exasperat- 
ingly small. Think of these pesky little 
things — these scanty, skimpy little dis- 
satisfactions —as crumbs. And just re- 
member that even a crumb has two sides. 
God is on one side, and you are on the 
other; and if you have faith in him, faith 
in his love and in his power, you and 
the Lord Jesus Christ can get together 
over that crumb. And when you do get 
together there, the crumb begins to ex- 
pand, until first thing you know you are 
sitting up to the King’s royal table and 
enjoying the dainties of Heaven. 

David said, “I had rather be a door- 
keeper in the house of my God, than 
to dwell in the tents of wickedness” 
(Psa. 84:10). 

St. PETERSBURG, FLA. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To banish race prejudice and 
build up a personal interest in people of 
other nationalities. 


Activity.—Let the girls work out to- 
gether some service which would be in- 
teresting and possible to perform and 
which would be helpful to their neigh- 
bors of other nationalities. (See close of 
this article.) 

Memory Verse.—‘“For there is no dif- 
ference between the Jew and the Greek: 
for the same Lord over alli is rich unto 
all that call upon him” (Rom. 10:12). 














SERVING OTHER RACES 














IRLS, are you personally acquainted 

with people whose ancestry is dif- 
ferent from your Own? Have you ever 
visited in their homes and learned about 
their curious and interesting customs? 
The Lord Jesus gave us a rule to treat 
others as we would like to be treated 
(Matt. 7:12). How can we make toler- 
ance and love for our neighbors not just 
a national ideal, but a daily perform- 
ance? 

While many outward changes may be 
needed to make living conditions pleas- 
anter for some of our neighbors, one 
great, vital need is common to every 
one, whatever the racial or social back- 
ground. What is that need? “All have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God” (Rom. 3:23), and we all need the 
same Saviour (Acts 4:12). Let us see 
from God’s Word how he considers the 
race question. (The following refer- 
ences may be written on slips of paper 
and passed to the girls before class.) 
1. God created each of us (Psa. 100:3). 
2. All nations come from a common be- 
ginning (Acts 17:26). 3. Every one is 
born in sin and is included in the sac- 
rifice (Isa. 53:6). 4. God wants every 
one to know him (2 Pet. 3:9). 5. God’s 
love includes the whole world (John 3: 
16). 6. God sees not skin color, but 
heart color (1 Sam. 16:7). 7. God makes 
no limit in his plan of salvation (Isa. 
45:22). 8. Not by race, but by grace 
are all nations saved (Acts 15:7, 11). 
9. The redeemed will come from every 
nation (Rev. 5:9). 10. God wants every 
person to hear the Gospel (Mark 16:15). 

Now let us study the attitude of the 
Lord Jesus Christ toward the race ques- 
tion. (Read verses 24-30 from the lesson 
text, Mark 17:24-37.) Locate Tyre and 
Sidon on our map. You notice that it is 
outside of the Jewish boundary. Why 
did it seem strange to the disciples that 
a Syrophenician woman should ask the 
Lord Jesus to help her daughter? Why 
did the Lord call her attention to the 
prejudice of the Jewish people? Wasn’t 
it because he could detect her tremen- 
dous faith, and he wanted the disciples 
to learn a lesson from her? How was 
her faith rewarded? We are not told 
any more about the daughter, but we 
may be sure that here was one young 
Syrophenician girl who dedicated her 
life to the service of her Redeemer. 

Trace on the map the route the Lord 
and his disciples must have taken in 
their next journey. (Read verses 31- 
37.) We find another foreigner coming 
to the Master for help, a man who could 
neither hear nor speak plainly. Do you 
notice how considerate the Lord was of 
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the feelings of the man? He did not 
perform the cure in the presence of the 
crowd who might embarrass the man as 
he would attempt to speak. What did 
Christ do? He took the man aside where 
they might commune alone with the 
heavenly Father while the patient was 
being restored. 

Do you know any more stories that 
tell how Christ treated people of other 
nationalities? (These stories could be 
assigned the previous Sunday for study 
during the week.) 1. The Lord Jesus 
told a Samaritan woman how she might 
receive the living water, which is Christ 
himself (John 4:6-10). 2. He healed a 
servant of a Roman centurion whose 
faith was exceedingly great (Matt. 8: 
5-13). 3. When the Lord healed ten 
lepers, only the foreigner, a Samaritan, 
returned to give thanks (Luke 17:15, 16). 
4. A Samaritan was used as the leading 
character in a story to illustrate the 
qualities of a good neighbor (Luke 10: 
33). 5. We may be sure that many for- 
eigners were among the multitudes who 
heard the Sermon on the Mount, who 
were fed with the loaves and fishes, and 
who followed the Master at other times, 
and he always treated them with kind- 
ness. 

Let us see what conclusion Peter 
reached regarding the race question 
(Acts 10:34, 35). Our Memory Verse and 
the one following give us Paul’s atti- 
tude (Rom. 10:12, 13). 

What can our own class do for people 
of other nationalities? How may we, 
indirectly, help those in other lands? 
(The following may prove suggestive: 
1. Pray for missionaries and their peo- 
ple. 2. Send money to help spread the 
Gospel. 3. Study about missions to de- 
velop interest and understanding.1 .4. 
Make gifts for children in mission 
schools. 5. Write to missionaries to learn 
what else may be done. The Christ- 
mas issue of THE SUNDAY ScHooL TIMEs, 
dated December 4, 1937, contained lists 
of missionary organizations to which you 
might write.) 

While we cannot all, through personal 
contact, do things for folks in other 
lands, we all can give some kind of 
service to neighbors of foreign ancestry 
in our own community. (Such projects 
might be considered: 1. Visit missions 
for people of other nationalities. 2. 
Present a program for such a mission. 
3. Invite foreign children to a commu- 
nity social and to a worship program. 
4. Make toys for small children in mis- 
sion Sunday schools. 5. Be friendly to 
children of other nationalities at school 
or wherever they are met. 6. Be cour- 
teous to adults of other races. 7. Be- 
come personally acquainted with people 
from some other country. 8. Help these 
people, through your friendly conduct 
and speech, to learn Christ’s way of 
life.) 

Next week we shall study Peter’s 
reply to the most important question 
that mankind is called upon to answer. 
See if you can discover the question and 
the response. Also, learn 1 John 5:5. 





1 The following is a list of worth while 
missionary books,—nine on foreign 
fields and one on the Southern moun- 
tains, U. S. A.,— which may be profi- 
tably used in mission study groups. The 
prices given include postage, and the 
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We kindly solicit your co-operation in evan- 


gelizing 80 000 JEWS in Western 
Canada. Your prayerful and financial help 


is urgently needed. (Est. 26 years). Please 
communicate with Rev. Hugo Spitzer, West- 
ern Canada Mission to the Jews, 158 Aikins 
St., Winnipeg, Canada, (Genesis 12:3) 
(Hosea 4:9) 





GET THE VISION ... 


EVANGELIZE ISRAEL IN THIS GENERATION 


by reading the Biblical Research Monthly. Safe,Sane, 
Prophetic Exposition of the Whole Word. Enjoy the rich 
results of our Editor’s 


RESEARCH WORK IN PALESTINE AND EUROPEAN LIBRARIES. 
Subscription price Write for FREE descriptive 
50c yr. literature. 
DAVID L. COOPER, Th.M., Ph.D., Editor 
BIBLICAL —r SOCIETY 
4417 Berenice Ave. Dept. S. S, Los Angeles, Calif. 


TENTS 


NEW OR USED SUITABLE FOR 
LARGE OR SMALL GOSPEL MEETINGS 
DETROIT CANVAS MFG. CO. 
166 Jefferson E., Detroit, Mich. 


Let Us Evangelize the 
Russians in U.S. A.and Canada! 


The Russian Gospel Association, Evangelical, Evan- 
elistic, Interdenominational, is not only supporting 
missionaries on the Borders of Russia, but is try- 
ing to get the Gospel out through the Russian- 
speaking missionaries and the printed page to the 
Russian people in U.S. A. and Canada. Con- 
tinual calls reach our office for Russian-speaking mis- 
sionaries, but means are requited to send them out. 
There is a wonderful opportunity now to win great 
numbers for Christ. A few places have already lov 
opened and many homes “ ve been visited during 
the past year among the Russian people. 
Will you pray earnestly for this urgent call and need ? 
Send your gift for the work among the Russians in 


U,S.A.and Canada (designated for Home Missions) to 
THE RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, Inc. 


PETER DEYNEKA, General Director 
64-S W. Randolph St. Chicago, Ill. 
(Our fund books have been examined by a 
public auditor) 
Free penny bank and copy of ‘‘RUSSJAN GOS- 
PEL NEWS" sent on request 








FOR SALE 
OR RENT 

















imply show frien ds and others our lovely 
bc ae abcd Cards with Script 


ure texts for 
9 Easter, Mother's Day, and Everyday use. 
J, Extra earnings 
4, Wall Plagues se 
% demand ever: SY» a 
idle hours into pear: Join th Bantrate now ren- 
// dering Christian service. "Get early start. 
4 Cash not required. Write today for Free helps. 
(Service from —s and Toronto) 





faa Trumpet Co. 183i Anderson, Ind. 
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books may be ordered through the 
Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Gar- 
den Street, Philadelphia. 


Hudson Taylor—The Man Who Believed 
God. By Marshall Broomhall. (China Inland 
Mission, 235 W. School Lane, Germantown, 
Pa., 70 cents, postpaid.) 

The Triumph of John and Betty Stam. By 
Mrs. Howard Taylor. (China Inland Mission, 
85 cents cloth, 45 cents paper, postpaid.) 

The Restraining Hand. By R. A. Bosshardt. 
(China Inland Mission, $1.10, postpaid.) 

Something Happened. By Mildred Cable and 
Francesca French. (China Inland Mission, $1.60, 
postpaid.) 

Charles W. Abel of Kwate. By R. W. Abel. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $2.10, post- 
paid.) 

Forty Happy Years in Japan. By George P. 
and Ida G. Picrson. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
$1.35, postpaid.) 

The Niger Vision. By R. S. Roseberry. 
(Christian Publications, Inc., Third and Reily 
Sts., Harrisburg, Pa., $1.10, postpaid.) 

Unkulunkulu in Zululand and Zanahary in 
South Madagascar. Both by Andrew Burgess. 
(Augsburg Publishing House, 425 S. Fourth 
St., Minneapolis, Minn., $1.10 each, postpaid.) 

India’s Womanhood. By Christine I. Tinling. 
(Christian Life Literature Fund, Twelfth and 
Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia, 55 cents, postpaid.) 

Stoke of Brier Hill. By Zenobia Bird. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., $1.60, postpaid.) 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
7 (The questions are on page 216) 

1. Along the Mediterranean shore north 
of Palestine in Syrophecenicia. 

2. To the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. 

3. No, but he saw she needed to come 
to an end of herself and to realize her lost 
condition. 


4. He answered her prayer and healed 
her daughter. 

5. Decapolis, meaning ten cities, was the 
name of a district across the Jordan, and 
southeast of the Sea of Galilee. 

6. A deaf man, who was inarticulaté in 
his speech. 

7. He took him aside from the crowd and 
touched his ears and tongue, saying, ‘‘Be 
opened.” 

8. Immediately he became able to hear 
and to speak plainly. 

9. He bade them tell no man, for he 
never sought to occupy people with signs 
and wonders. 

10. They were so stirred they spread his 
fame abroad everywhere they went, de- 
claring. ‘‘He hath done all things well.” 


we 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 





WITH MY BIBLE AROUND 
THE MEDITERRANEAN 


By REV. WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


The first of a series of stirring, up-to-the- 
minute articles concerning the land of sacred 
story and the countries around the Mediter- 
ranean by the author of ‘‘Peloubet’s Notes’’ 
for Sunday School teachers, Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith, will begin with the May issue of the 
MoopDyY MONTHLY. Widely known for his abil- 
ity as a Bible teacher and his keen analytical 
mind, Dr. Smith brings this fresh and timely 
series of intensely fascinating studies to the 
readers of the MOODY MONTHLY. A friend who 
heard Dr. Smith as he spoke of his recent ex- 
tended tour said, ‘I have never heard anything 
to equal it. MOODY MONTHLY readers are for- 
tunate indeed to have this rare treat provided 
for them.” 

Be sure not to miss these articles. All of the 


regular features that have made the MOODY 
MONTHLY so widely popular will be continued. 
Subscrite at once at the special offer to new 
subscribers, eight rmionths for $1.00 (regular 
subscription price, $2.00 a year). Tell your 
friends too. 





SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
8 MONTHS FOR ONE DOLLAR 
MOODY MONTHLY, 153 Institute Pl., Chicago 


Enclosed find $1.00 for eight months’ triat 
subscription. SC-906 








Address 
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Notes from a 
Layman’'s Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 
A Side Light on the Lesson in This Issue 


Yet the dogs under the table 
eat of the children’s crumbs (Mark 
7:28). 


UNARIA is little dogs. It’s a nurs- 

ery scene! The word for crumbs 
is psichion, diminutive of psix, the lit- 
tle crumbs, as contrasted with the loaf, 
arton, which the Lord had spoken of 
in verse 27, the children’s loaf. 

She found the devil gone out, and 
her daughter thrown, beblemenen, 
upon the bed (v. 30). 

Was it the last menacing gesture of 
the spirit as it went out? 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: If possible use a globe; if not, 
a map of the world. For each child’s 
book, have a picture of a foreign child 
or children. Print the Memory Verse. 











HEN the Lord Jesus Christ lived 

on earth, he was a great traveler. 
For three years he went from one place 
to another, up and down the country, 
from city to city. But he never went 
far away from his own country; a few 
times he went just over the border into 
a neighboring country, and our lesson 
today tells us of one of these trips. The 
city of Tyre was just at the border of 
Galilee, but Sidon was farther north, in 
Syria. 

It seems that the Lord Jesus may have 
gone here to the seacoast to rest, for 
he went into a house and did not want 
anyone to know he was there. But a 
Greek woman somehow had heard of 
him, and she found out he was there, 
and came to him, and fell down at his 
feet and pleaded with him to heal her 
daughter, who was demon possessed. 

I wonder if you understand what that 
means. Demons are wicked spirits, and 
somehow they get into people’s bodies, 
and the poor people do what the de- 
mon wants them to do, and they talk 
with his voice and say what he wants 
them to say. They are slaves to the 
demon. 

Now this Greek woman’s daughter 
had a demon. She couldn’t do what 
she wanted to do. Probably she couldn’t 
do what her mother told her to do. And 
the poor mother was heartbroken. No 
doctor knew a thing to do for the girl, 
but the mother had heard that the Lord 
Jesus Christ could cast out demons, and 
so she had come to him for help. 

Jesus Christ came to earth to be the 
Saviour of the world, but: he came first 
to the Jews to be their Messiah, and he 
told this foreign woman that, but she 
was so humble that she said she was 
like one of the little dogs that ate the 
crumbs that fell from the children’s 
table. 

The Lord told her to go home, that 
her daughter was healed because of her 
faith. Think how happy that mother was ! 























Lesson for April 3 


It was so wonderful to go home and 
find her little girl well, and able to think 
and obey as a child should. 

Jesus also healed a deaf and dumb 
man in that same country, and did other 
miracles. 

Did you ever think that if God had 
not loved all nations, he would not have 
loved us? The Jews were his chosen 
people. We are not Jews, so if he had 
not loved all the world, we would have 


been left out, and would have had no ~ 


Saviour. But “God so loved the world” 
—and that means all the people in the 
world, in all these countries we see on 
the map. Sometimes we are selfish about 
things, and we don’t love our foreign 
neighbors, but God loves the Negroes 
and Chinese, the Japanese and Russians, 
the Mexicans and Filipinos, just as much 
as he does Americans. Then, if God loves 
them, we should be telling them about 
his love and that Christ died for their 
sins, should we not? And we should be 
showing them Christian kindness when- 


*ever we have the opportunity. 


People from every nation are going 
to be in Heaven with us, praising God 
and thanking him for Jesus Christ. Get 
your Bible and read Revelation, chapter 
7, and you will find all nations men- 
tioned. 

I wonder if we cannot forget their 
color and race here and treat them with 
Christian kindness. You may have some 
little foreign children in your school. 
Have you ever told them about your 
Saviour and theirs, who loved them and 
died on Calvary for them? 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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Mastering the Bible 
(Continued from page 214) 


more Scripture for their age, and she 
is becoming more useful for her Lord 
than she ever could have been without 
this Bible knowledge. 

Our graduation exercises are a great 
help in making the children want to 
learn and remember God’s Word. WNo 
one is given a diploma from any de- 
partment unless he knows all the re- 
quirements for that department and 
those below it. For instance, to receive 
a diploma from the Primary Depart- 
ment a child must remember the Twen- 
ty-third Psalm, the Lord’s Prayer, and 
the twenty verses he learned in the Be- 
ginners Department. In addition he 
must have learned thirty more verses, 
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WHO GO ON THE 


SIXTH ANNUAL 


Christian Fellowship Tour 


TO ALASKA 


LEAVING CHICAGO, JULY 11 


will see Yellowstone Park, Rainier National Park, 


and the North Pacific Coast cities 
For complete information and rates, address 
Mr. JOHN W. LANE, JR. 
Associate Editor 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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the Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes, 
Psalm 100, and John 3:14-18. 

Thus we try to teach so thoroughly 
and review so constantly that what is 
taught may never be forgotten. And we 
pray that the Holy Spirit may put into 
the hearts of the children that which 
we are so earnestly endeavoring to put 
into their heads. ‘ 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





Teacher Training Questions 
By Clarence H. Benson 


Secretary of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 











Once a month in this department Mr. Ben- 
son, who is also the Director of the Christian 
Education Course of the Moody Bible Institute, 
answers questions having to do with the 
whole field of teacher training. Please keep 
your questions as brief as possible, and limit 
them to your actual experiences and problems, 
addressing them to: Teacher Training Depart- 
ment, The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. (Books men- 
tioned in this department may be ordered from 
the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia.) 


Why do not the lesson helps of Bible-cen- 
tered lessons give more attention to the ap- 
plication of the lessons? We believe this a 
most commendable feature of the new ex- 
perience-centered lessons.—F. R. S. 


PPLICATION is impossible until 

there has first been presented a 
thorough and complete exposition of the 
Scripture passage upon which the lesson 
is based. In other words, it is of the 
utmost importance that both teacher and 
pupils know what the Bible says before 
there is any attempt to ascertain what 
the Bible teaches. In the experience- 
centered lessons the process is just the 
reverse. The lesson is applied to the life 
of a child without his being first in- 
formed as to, the content of God’s Word 
and the possibility of such an application 
being made. Naturally where the appli- 
cation is put first, it will loom up large 
in the lessons. While we believe that 
the lesson helps of Bible-centered les- 
sons should include application, it is 
well to point out that it is not the les- 
son helps so much as the preparation 
and training of the teacher that deter- 
mine whether the pupil will apply the 
instruction to his own life. It is not the 
remote lesson writer but the _ local 
teacher that can best prescribe for the 
needs of the individual pupil just as the 
diagnosis and prescription of the family 
physician is more effective than the uni- 
versal remedy that is sold by all drug- 
gists. 





I became so much impressed with the value 
of Child Study while teaching that subject 
in my training class that I am now using 
your manual for my Cradle Roll mothers. 
Can you suggest any other textbook that I 
could consult for this group, and is there 
any lesson material that these mothers can 
use in instructing their children?—G. E. C. 


HE very best text for a class of 

Cradle Roll mothers is “Bookless 
Lessons for the Teacher Mother,” by Ella 
Frances Lynch (Macmillan Company, 
$1.50). Some denominations provide 
literature for the pre-school period. “In 
Mother’s Arms,” published by the 
United Lutheran Publication House, 
Philadelphia ($1.25), is very attractive 
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to Yellowstone Park 


--eFOR A GLORIOUS 
1938 VACATION! 


There’s glamour out in America’s 
great Northwest and far West that 
spells a real vacation in any lan- 
guage! Yellowstone National Park 
..- Gardiner Gateway, the historic 
entrance, and the new Red Lodge 
HIGH-road that skirts the “top of 
the world” for miles...dude ranches 
in Montana and Wyoming... Rainier 
National Park,the modern, bustling 
cities of the North Pacific Coast 
.-. California... Alaska. On a trip 
to or from the West, travel one way 
via the colorful Northern Pacific 
country on the famous North Coast 
Limited. Send the coupon below .,. 
we will send you full information 
about the trip that in- 
trigues you and just 
what it will cost. 


NORTHERN 
PACIFIC RAILWAY 


Mr. E. E. Nelson, 
167 Northern Pacific Railway, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Send me information, please, on: (Check data desired) 














O Pacific N. W. 0 Rainier Park 

0 Yellowstone Park () Rocky Mt. Dude Ranches 
0 California (0 Alaska 

00 Escorted Tours () Independent Trip 

Name 5 

Addr 

City. State. 





If student, state grade__... Phone. 
ROUTE OF THE AIR-CONDITIONED 


NORTH COAST LIMITED 
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and helpful, though it lays emphasis on 
doctrines that are peculiar to the Luth- 


eran Church. 





We are interested in a campaign to enroll 
the unreached in our Sunday school, but our 
church is small and has only two rooms avail- 
able besides the auditorium. Must we wait 
until a larger and better building is possible? 
—S. B. 

O. THE platoon plan will not only 

make it possible for you to maintain 
the identity of the departments with 
your present accommodation, but also to 
double your enrollment. If there is no 
objection to the Beginners and Primary 
Departments being in session during the 
church service in the auditorium, your 
two rooms can be successively used by 
six departments under the following 
schedule: 


9.00—10.30 Junior and Intermediate 


Departments. 
10.30—12.00 Beginners and Primary 
Departments. 
12.00— 1.30 Senior and Adult Depart- 
ments. 


By using the auditorium first for the 
Junior Department and later for the 
Adult Department, the following sched- 
ule can be arranged without having 
classes during church service: 
9.00—10.30 Beginners, Primary, Junior 
Departments. 
10.30—12.00 Church service. : 
12.00— 1.30 Intermediate, Senior, and 
Adult Departments. 





When is a Sunday school crowded? Just 
what determines the number of pupils that 
can be accommodated without lessening the 
efficiency of the instruction?—E. D. B. 

HE floor space required for Sunday 

school is just twice that necessary 
for services of worship. A church with 
a seating capacity of four hundred 
would have room for only two hundred 
in classes. Some recommend sixteen 
square feet of floor space for each pupil, 
and others fifteen, but fourteen may be 
put down as a minimum. Thus a room 
36 by 24 feet would accommodate sixty- 
two pupils. Space, however, must be 
allowed for platform and piano, and this 
is generally recognized as the equiva- 
lent of one class or eight scholars, so 
that in reality not more than fifty-four 
pupils could be properly cared for in 
this room. 

bd 


An Easter Sunrise Service 
in Chicago 


HE sixth annual Easter Sunrise Serv- 

ice (interdenominational) . sponsored 
by the Greater Chicago Easter Sunrise 
Service Committee, of which Harry G. 
Saulnier is general chairman, will be 
held at Soldier Field, 6.30 to 7.30 A. M., 
Easter Sunday, April 17. 

A strong program has been arranged. 
Dr. Charles E. Fuller of Los Angeles 
will be the principal speaker. 

A two-thousand-voice choir, under the 
personal direction of Professor Talmage 
J. Bittikofer of the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, will be in charge of the music and 
singing. 

Last year this service was broadcast 
over the coast-to-coast network of the 
National Broadcasting Company, and a 
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similar arrangement is anticipated this 
year. 

A feature of the Easter Sunrise Serv- 
ice is the ninety-five-foot white cross ar- 
ranged on the field, with the words, 
“Christ Is Risen” over it. 

As Easter is about three weeks later 
this year than last, it is hoped that 40,- 
000 to 50,000 people may be present. 





Children at Home 








A Boy Who Lived Up 
to His Name 
Founded on fact 
By Laura Trachsel 


¢¢ A ZURE TRUTH, how are your legs 
today? Would they carry you the 

many miles to Jade Acres on an errand 

for me?” queried Missionary Troxel. 

The face of the Chinese gateboy, 
Azure Truth Chang, lit up with a smile. 

“Oh, Pastor, I have .no perplexity in 
this matter. I will go with ‘thankful 
heart and joyful meaning.’ ” 

“But, Chang, this errand involves 
money, the carrying of money. Do you 
want this ‘on your body’ [responsibil- 
ity] ?” 

“I will bring the money home safely, 
for I will pray to God. Do not have a 
‘suspended heart’ [anxiety] in my ab- 
sence. All will go well,” replied the 
gateboy. 

“But, Azure Truth, remember that the 
kaffir corn grows high. You know what 
that means — bandits lurking and 
watching for men carrying money.” 

“Lower your heart, Shepherd, I am 
not fearful.” 

So the would-be errand boy ran off to 
put on a clean suit of indigo blue and 
to don a fresh towel for his hat. His 
sturdy cloth-soled shoes were the most 
important article of dress, so he selected 
the most comfortable pair for the long 
trip ahead. When he returned, the mis- 
sionary was ready with a check which 
must be cashed, and a canvas sack in 
which to carry the money received. 

The missionary walked to the city 
gate with the lad, and there gave him 
a loving pat on the shoulder as he passed 
through the big gate. Would Azure 
Truth come back with the money over 
the many miles of Chinese road hedged 
in at intervals by kaffir cornfields? With 
a sigh and a prayer the missionary 
turned back to the mission compound. 

Azure Truth was ready to start 
home: the money was in the bag; his 
towel was draped just right over the 
head; -his girdie was tightened to just 
the right tension about his waist; his 
shoes were comfortable. But still he 
dallied. 

He thought, “I have been in-heart 
praying, but now I must kneel-down 
pray before I start.” 

Se the errand boy, money bag and all, 
had a kneel-down prayer time. Then 
Azure Truth felt led to pick up a few 
pieces of bricks and drop them in on top 
of the precious money. After this was 
done, his heart was “at peace,” and he 
started on the long, dusty road home. 
He had not gone far when kaffir corn- 
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fields walled him in on both sides of 
the single-track road. He heard peculiar 


rustlings. A head appeared through the 
green foliage. Two, three more heads! 
Bandits! Azure Truth stopped in his 


tracks, slid the bag from his shoulder, 
and smiled his innocent, almost idiotic 
smile. 

“What do you ‘shoulder carry’ in the 
‘mouth sack’?” roared the bandit leader. 

“Money,” grinned Chang. 

“Open up, stupid one, let me see.” 

Chang’s clumsy hands loosened the 
sack mouth. The leader peered in. 
“Bricks! You look crazy, and now I 
know you are crazy. We can’t waste 
time or bullets on such a worthless one.” 
In a second of time, the bandits had 
melted into the green recesses of kaffir 
cornfields, and Azure Truth was alone 
on a deep-rutted road with a canvas bag 
full of money and brick fragments. 

In due time Chang reached the mis- 
sion compound with a wonderful story 
to tell. 

“A’ yah, Pastor, I almost ‘buried my 
breath’ [despaired], when I saw the 
‘earth vagabonds’ coming, but God heard 
our prayers, and they could not hurt 
me.” 

Missionary Troxel once more gave the 
loving pat on simple Chang’s shoulder, 
and tenderly said, “Azure Truth, your 
trust in God and truthfulness under 
great temptation today is worth more 
to me than the money you brought 
safely home. God is a present help to 
those who put their trust in him.” 

PORTLAND, OREG. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 10. Crown Him or Crucify Him? Matt. 
21:1-11; 27:11-23. (Palm Sunday ) 





Sunday, April 3 


Central Ideas in Jesus’ Teaching 
(Matt. 5:43-48; 6:33; 28:18-20; Luke 6:31) 
(Consecration Meeting) 





Mon.—The fatherhood of God (Matt. 6: 
1-4). 

Tues.—God’s loving care (Matt. 10:28- 
31). 

Wed.—The need of prayer (Mark 9:17- 
29). 

Thurs.—God’s Kingdom within (Luke 
17:20, 21). 

Fri.—The need of faith in God (Luke 
12:22-34). 

Sat.—The difficult way (Matt. 7:12-20). 











HEN the Lord Jesus taught in 

Galilee and in Judea nineteen hun- 
dred years ago, the people heard him 
with amazement, “for he taught them 
as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes” (Matt. 7:29). But amazement 
is not sufficient. The Lord Jesus said to 
his disciples, “If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them” (John 13: 
TT. 

It is exceedingly important that we 
study the central teachings of the Lord 
Jesus. But let us be sure that we ap- 
proach them, not merely with the 
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thought of adding to our information, 
but with the determination to have our 
lives controlled and molded by these 
teachings. 


And one of the first that will impress 
us, as we study the Gospels, is the 
Lord’s teaching concerning God’s love 
and care. He taught that the Father 
was holy and righteous, but he also 
taught that he loved men with a love 
more tender and more deep than an 
earthly father. He represented God as 
not only willing but eager to provide 
for his children. 

$e 

The Lord Jesus taught the absolute 
perfection of God’s standards for man. 
There was no uncertain note when he 
dealt with the law. Cutting through 
the superficial observance of the letter 
of the law, the Lord Jesus emphasized 
the underlying meaning of it in such 
a way as left no doubt or uncertainty 
as to what God’s standards are. 


4 
But the Lord Jesus also taught the 
utter futility of trying to keep the law 
in one’s own strength. To those who 
sincerely thought that they had done 
so, he pointed out the necessity of the 
new birth if they would enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven. He re-emphasized 
this truth to his disciples when he 
taught them, “Without me ye can do 

nothing” (John 15:5). 


4 

The Lord Jesus taught that the only 
secret of pleasing the Father and of 
really bearing fruit lies in abiding in 
him and trusting in his power and 
strength to perform that which human 
strength cannot accomplish. 

Likewise, the Lord Jesus stressed the 
importance of faith. He taught that it 
was essential to salvation (John 3:18), 
and that it was the key to empowering 
for service (John 14: 12), and for daily 
provision (Luke 12: 28). 


ye J 

The Lord Jesus taught, and in his 
own life constantly demonstrated, thé 
necessity for prayer. He told his dis- 
ciples that they had not because they 
asked not (Jas. 4:2); that God knows 
what we need before we ask him, but 
often waits Upon our petitions. Again 
and again we find him leaving the dis- 
ciples and going off alone to spend the 
night in prayer. He prayed when per- 
forming miracles, when he was perse- 
cuted, when he was suffering, while he 
was dying. 

b-4 

The Lord Jesus taught his oneness 
with the Father. Those who deny the 
deity of the Lord Jesus can never suc- 
cessfully explain away this great fact. 
The Jews understood, as they listened 
to him, that he claimed to be equal with 
God, and they sought to kill him because 
of it, thinking he blasphemed. When 
Philip wanted to see the Father, the 
Lord Jesus lovingly asked him, “Have 
I been so long time with you, and yet 
hast thou not known me, Philip?” (John 
14:9.) And then he pointed to the mir- 
acles that he did as a confirmation of 
the fact that he and the Father were 
one, he in the Father, and the Father 
in him. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 28 to April 3 


Mon.—Mark 7:24-30. Serving Others Far Away. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A certain 
woman, whose young daughter had an 
unclean spirit.” Get close to Christ. 
Prayer for sinning sons and daughters 
who are far away and “grievously tor- 
mented” is telling labor (Matt. 15:22). 
Put no limit upon the Omnipotent One. 
Neither space nor case baffles the great 
Physician. Hope in God for “hopeless” 
children. Blessings sought will be found 
at “The Golden Gate of Prayer.” Pray 
for sinning sons and daughters. Trust 
God to draw them to himself. 
Tues.—Mark 17:31-37. 
Serving Others Nearer Home. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They beseech 
him to put his hand upon him.” When 
the Lord draws near press your interces- 
sions diligently. He loves to hear the 
beseechings of faith. “Call ye upon him 
while he is near” (Isa. 55:6). As “he 
passeth by” be praying: “Let the power 
of my Lord be great” (Num. 14:17). 
Prayer, plus preaching, always has 
wrought wonders with souls. You serve 
the Lord best when you have most the 
spirit of prayer. Pray for the conversion 
of those you love. 


Wed.—Jeremiah 38:7-10. Other Races Helping. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ebed-melech the 
Ethiopian.” The Gospel is for all races. 
The saved of the races help forward the 
saving message. “In every nation he 
that feareth him, and worketh right- 
eousness, is accepted with him” (Acts 
10:35). “God is no respecter of per- 








““Beloved for the 
Fathers’ Sakes”’ 


The reason why the Jew has sur- 
vived massacres, drownings, world 
hatred, is because God cannot lie. 
The Jew of himself has no merit, 
and if he should get his desserts, he 
would have been destroyed years 
ago. But God says: “I am the 
Lord, I change not; therefore ye 
sons of Jacob are not consumed.’’ 
Mal. 3 :6. 








They are God’s people! Whether 
you touch them for weal or woe, you 
will have an account to settle with 
Him. The warning is, “I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee.’’ Gen. 12:3. 


Your continued fellowship is truly 
needed in these sad days for Is- 
rael, Our paper, THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE, is sent to all contributors, 
and is proving a blessing to many of 
the Lord’s people. 
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GOFORTH of CHINA 





Illustrated 364 pages 
Price $2.00 


By ROSALIND GOFORTH 


Have your faith strengthened and 
be spiritually edified by a reading 
of this marvelous life story. 


“Dr. Goforth was one of the most radiant, dynamic 
personalities that ever enriched my life. God’s mis- 
sionary program of the past half-century would not 
have been complete without him; and the literature of 
missionary biography would be sadly lacking without 
this story of his life and work.” 

— From Dr. Trumbull’s Introduction. 








READ THE EDITORIAL ON THIS BOOK IN THE 
MARCH 12 ISSUE OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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sons.” We are helpers of each other’s 
joy when like Ebed-melech we hold 
“the ropes” for Christ’s ministering serv- 
ants (see Jer. 38:15-18). Pray for the 
Christians of all races. 


Thurs.—John 4:7-12. Helping Other Races. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A woman out of 
Samaria” (Gr.). Countries “closed” to 
the Gospel may be reached oftentimes 
through their people hearing the Gospel 
in other lands. The “woman out of Sa- 
maria” thus became a missionary to her 
own peopie. Closed doors may be en- 
tered by proxies. Support missionaries 
with your gifts and thus help to spread 
the Gospel to other races. Pray for 
Tibetans. 


Fri.—Acts 10:28-33. 
; Overcoming Race Prejudice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God hath 
shewed me that I should not call any 
man common or unclean.” Race preju- 
dice is a native sin. It is earthly and 
sensual. Anti-Semitism is its wickedest 
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lepers throughout the world ? 





First leper boy to be supported by funds 
from Wilbur Chepman’s “Pete Bank” 


command to “ Cleanse the Lepers.” 
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time to time. 
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Have you ever heard the fascinating story of how one live pig has been the 
means of saving many souls and relieving the intense pain and suffering of 


Twenty-five years ago a twelve-year-old Kansas 
boy, named Wilbur, bought a ‘small 
$3,—named it Pete, cared for and fattened it, 
and finally sold it for enough money to support a 
leper boy for an entire year. 


The idea soon spread but instead of a lot of live 
pigs, an imitation was made in the form of a gilded 
iron bank which was fed coins instead of corn. 


The pennies and small coins from these banks 
which now number more than 100,000 have 
enabled the Mission to Lepers to assist 200 mis- 
sion stations of all denominations to help thou- 
sands of lepers in body and soul. 


If you would like to join the Golden Pig Bank 
Brigade, send 1 5c for a Pig Bank and the story 
of “‘ Wilbur and Pete.” 


The money that is saved in these banks will be used to carry out Christ's 


THE AMERICAN MISSION TO LEFERS, Inc. 
156 Fifth Avenue 


Please send me a FREE Pig Bank, the contents of which I will send to you from 
Enclosed is 15c for postage and packing. 
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form. “Love is of God.” “The old time 
religion” makes us love everybody. 
Overcome race prejudice in the pres- 
ence of the Lord. Pray for the racial 
group against which you naturally feel 
a prejudice. 
Sat.—Luke 9:49-56. 
Religious Narrowness Rebuked. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye have taken 
away the key of knowledge.” Religious 
bigotry still prevails. It is a great bar- 
rier to inquiring souls. Narrowness has 
destroyed its thousands;: but liberalism 
has ruined its tens of thousands. Both 
are like a lock on the door of hope, after 
throwing away the key. “In every nation 
he that feareth him, and worketh right- 
eousness, is accepted with him.” Keep 
far from narrowness and _ liberalism. 
Pray for another Reformation. 


Sun.—Isaiah 11:12-16. A Universal Kingdom. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “An ensign for 
the nations.” God communicates his will 
now through his Word. Various indi- 
cators have been used by him to give 
the sons of men clews to salvation in 
Christ. These means of recognition are 
marvelous signs and were given to Is- 
rael, to the wise men from the East, and 
to the besieged at the overthrow of Je- 
rusalem. As _ tracks, footprints, and 
beams of light guide, so God’s ensigns 
which he will give to the nations will be 
recognized as signals. The world will 
one day know the Lord by his “ensigns.” 
Pray for world-wide evangelization 
through a revived Church all over the 
world. 
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